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ABSTRACT

The programme for Christian-Muslim Relations in Africa (PROCMURA), committed to
promote peaceful co-existence between Christians and Muslims began work in Cameroon
in the 1960s and by the late 1970s, PROCMURA’s activities in Cameroon wer
suspended. The Suspense of PROCMURA’s Work in Cameroon slowed down the
conscious promotion of Christian-Muslim Relations which was started in the 196
attempts to revive PROCMURA in Cameroon in the 1990’s proofed futile.
efforts enabled it to be revived in 2013, amidst fear that it might go on suspe
the new spirit that is generated is not nurtured to blossom. The main obje
dissertation was to investigate the reasons behind the years

PROCMURA’s work in order to guard against future recurrence and pla URA
in Cameroon on a sustainable path. The research which on ac of 1 cus was
naturally based in Cameroon is a qualitative research that e historical
research design, to look back into the history and devel OCMURA in

Cameroon. The main instruments for data collection archival materials and
interviews. Secondary data such as published books and
was analysed and interpreted using the descriptive agaly niques. The findings were
grouped in themes and presented in tables and for disCussion and interpretation.
Findings revealed that lack of finances to run P RA’s activities coupled with
elations by religious leaders

RA’s work in Cameroon. In order to

sustain PROCMURA’s work in Cam
Area Committee in Cameroon towards financial sustainability and take
seriously, issues related to hu source development. The study concludes that, the
administration of PROCMU ded over to Cameroon when the locals were not
prepared in all dimensiong to mov ith its activities. On women representation, the

Committee and that somet s to be done to ensure that their numbers appreciate.
RA, the dissertation contends, largely depends on the
active participation ligious leaders. On financial sustainability, the study

Christian-Muslim Relations should be initiated in all theological institutions in Cameroon
art of tha”human resource development towards the sustainability of PROCMURA’s
ork in gle country.
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GLOSSARY OF NON ENGLISH WORDS

Boko Haram: Islamic extremist Group present in Nigeria and Cameroon.
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DEFINITION OF TERMS

The words suspense and sustainability are defined as follows: The Oxford Advance

Learner’s Dictionary defines suspense as ‘a temporal or conditional delay’. It is describe

as an unpleasant emotion of anxiety in an uncertain situation. It is also a pleas
emotion of anticipation and excitement. Sustainability on the other hand is defuted
ability to keep or sustain something’. It is also described as a means of preser and
caring for human activities so that society is able to meet their ne<: %d t of future
generations (Wehmeier and Ashby, 2002:1209). In spite of #ie canventional meaning of
suspense, the word Suspense in the context of this research 1§ use explain the cease of

PROCMURA'’s structure and activities in Camegpon®Sustainability on the other hand is

used to refer to the ability to keep going t and structure of PROCMURA in

Cameroon.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1:1 Background to the problem

Islam in Africa Project (IAP) now Programme for Christian Muslim relations in Afric

(PROCMURA) was born in an environment surrounded by political and religiou€” quest
for co-existence and accepting differences. The IAP was conceived infthe A
a

continent in the 1950’s, when many of the African countries agita 19 their

% nd Europe
ic e church in an

ithfally in an environment

independence from the various colonial masters. The Churche

became concerned and were looking for appropriate wa

independent Africa will carry on the Gospel of Jesu

of Muslims and Christians that will respect a antagonise the spirit of good

neighbourliness. Series of meetings were his effect. The decisions of the meeting

held in Oegstgeest in the Netherlands in 99358, 18d to the sending of Rev. Pierre Benignus

of the Paris Missionary Soci{ ica, to consult with the Church leaders on how
Europe could be of help i@ the churchi€s and their engagement with Muslims. His findings

led to the birth of the IAP\Th&ptrocess of which is summarised by Mbillah thus:

The se he IAP was sown in Accra in December 1957, during the
ati ssionary Council meeting, watered in Ibadan in January 1958
theJAll Africa Church Conference meeting, nurtured and groomed in
eest in the Islam in Africa consultation in September 1958 and
nted as an Africa continental organization around November, 1959
(I;/Ibillah, 2009a:17).

P has it aims which are explained and highlights in its two main principles which
states: “Faithful Christian witness to the Gospel in an interfaith environment of Christians
and Muslims that respects the spirit of good neighbourliness and Christian constructive

engagement with Muslims for peace and peaceful co-existence”. The terms Christian



witness and Christian constructive engagement with Muslims are very vital in the aims.
This explains that witnessing is obligatory and an integral part of the Christian faith. On
the area of Christian Constructive engagements with Muslims, the engagement focuses
more on promoting the spirit of good neighbourliness. The spirit of good neighbourliness
will lead to peace and peaceful co-existence between Christians and Myéhms in

particular and peace in the world as a whole (Mbillah, 2009b:7-9).

IAP experienced evolution in the name as time moved on. The n Africa

Project, evolved to Project for Christian-Muslim Relations in{Africa imyl987, and finally
to Programme for Christian-Muslim Relations in Africa in the ye 03. The reasons for

the change are that the projects mission was n ly represented in the name IAP.

Secondly, the name was at times mist Muslims to be and Islamic

organisation because the name Chui ot reflected. The Christian-Muslim
Relations aspect was also not red in the name [AP. This caused the change to
Project for Christian-Mus im}ﬂat' in Africa. As time went on, it was realised that
Christian-Muslim RelatiponsSwas Becoming more complicated. The word project, it was
argued represents aghort jperiod of time; therefore it cannot appropriately represent
Christian;Musli ions, while Christian-Muslim Relations is ongoing. Based on this
mgum&la e was again changed to Programme for Christian-Muslim Relations in

frica (1;/[billah, 2009a:17).PROCMURA however has a broad area of operation across

Afrigd and Europe.

PROCMURA has a broad constituency for operation. PROCMURA is working in
collaboration with the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) member churches, the

Organisation of African Instituted Churches (OAIC), the Association of Evangelicals in



Africa (AEA), and Council of Anglican Provinces of Africa (CAPA). In the world

associations of religious bodies, PROCMURA works with Churches which belong to the

World Council of Churches, (WCC) the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), World

Communion of Reformed churches (WCRC), Pontifical Council

for Interreligipus

Dialogue, (PICID) and World Evangelical Alliance (WEA). PROCMUR work

focuses in five main areas. Its programmes addresses issues on

2009a:17). PROCMURA has a vision statement which s

Chgistiap-Mus
Relations in the Religious, Political, Cultural, Social and Econom: S es billah,

nent where

Christian and Muslim communities in spite of their differefices, Sork fogether for justice,
peace and reconciliation, towards the holistic devel@pme the human family and the

environment”. The Overall Goal of PROCMURA also s :

An African continent where Chrigtians
religious freedom and all that it ent
the society and peacefula, coexis

slims uphold the principles of
; con$tructively relate to promote peace in
between Christian and Muslim

communities; jointly respofid to environmental challenges that face the continent

(Mbillah, 2009d: 29). \

PROCMURA is str redyto werk with the Area (country) Committee, which works

with an Area Adviséty, The Area Committee is central to the work of PROCMURA. It is

the duty of the mmittees to assist the churches and guide them on their approach

to pea&i—e 1stence with their Muslims neighbours. PROCMURA is calved into

ree regions with regional coordinators being: Francophone West Africa region,

Anglephone West Africa region and East Africa region and Southern Africa region.

OCMURA have a European Liaison Committee which is made up of representatives

of Churches and Mission societies. The European Liaison Committee is responsible for

the overall coordination of the organisation in Europe. There is also the General Council



whose members are elected by members of the various Area Committees. The General
Council is the highest policy decision making body of the organisation (Bone, 2009:132-
133). The General Council, apart from being the policy making body which meets every
four years, the council also puts together reports from various committees, identifies
challenges and makes recommendations for the future. The Central Commi ives
report to the Executive Committee which meets once a year. The General, Se€setariaiifs

headed by the General Adviser, who is assisted by the Team Leader:Fi e ell as

administration. There is also the programme officer in
PROCMURA also has a programme assistant in charge 0f women gssues in Christian-

Muslim relations, literature and communication oC 009). See details on the

administrative structure of PROCMURA in ROCMURA has been able to

carry out its duties successfully, however wi hallenges encounter.

PROCMURA in carrying out gfs™duty has registered a lot of successes as well as

N\

challenges. It pioneered the* respomsibility of teaching churches and Christian

organisations in the tinent, the importance of peaceful co-existence between
Christians and Mushs. It has been involved in many peace initiatives in Africa.
PROCM oration with St Paul’s University Kenya succeeded in starting a
Master’s ramme in Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations (Brochure, 2009). A lot of

anges élave taken place in Christianity and the approach of Christians to Mission and
evangelism to the Muslims in Africa over the five decades of PROCMURA’s existence.
hristianity in Africa has moved from being looked upon as a continuation of European
Christianity or activity to a Christianity of its own. Some Christians have changed their

approach from witness and evagelising the Muslims to interfaith relations or Christian-



Muslim Relations (Ellingwood, 2008:72-94). Much has been achieved by PROCMURA
but there remains a challenge though, to introduce a similar master’s programme in the
Francophone and Anglophone West Africa regions. Though the organisation has spread
its wings around many parts of Africa and succeeded in making a tremendous impac, it
still has not yet been able to establish Area Committees in Southern Centra d the
Sahel regions of Africa (Mbillah 2009¢:9). Mbillah acknowledges the challenges faced

by PROCMURA as Ellingwood quotes Mbillah as having told her in an i 1eW thus:

race worldwide (Ellingwood, 2008:86).

Cameroon was privileged to be amon ry first countries in which TIAP Was

established. TAP now PROCMURA, introduced in Cameroon in the 1960 and
operated under the auspices (( ration of Churches and Evangelical Missions in

Cameroon (FCEMC). office, of the Area Adviser was situated in Ngoundere as a

result of this; IAPZ

&

swere highly felt in that area. Conferences were organised
by IAP in M , ndé, and Garoua where Muslim and Christian leaders were
taught portance of peaceful co-existence. Islam and Christian-Muslim relations

re taught$in the Protestant University in Yaoundé (faculty of theology) and the
S ina,r)’ in kaele in Ngoundere (Haafkeens, 2009:64). The activities of IAP were

spended by the 1970. PROCMURA’s work in Cameroon having experienced a long
period of inactivity was revived in 2013 by Johnson Mbillah, the General Adviser of
PROCMURA. Many conferences have been held to reawaken the people on the issue of

Christian-Muslim Relations. A new Area Committee has been created but the office of

5



the Area Advise is still vacant. The way forward and the Sustainability of PROCMURA

in Cameroon is a call for concern.

In the contemporary religious situation Christianity and Islam are the two main religions

in Cameroon, with Christianity having a majority of adherents. Christians are esti
to be 70% of the total population, Muslim 20%, traditional indigenous religi

6% and 4% for orthodox, Jews, Baha’i and persons who do not identify ith an

(international religious freedom report). Christians are mostl cen in the
southern and western parts while Muslims inhabit the nortifernyegi f the country.
However, both religions are present in big cities in the country. e whole, Christians

and Muslims have co-existed without major co but ofte would be wrong to say

there 1s total peace and peaceful co-existe bers of the two religions. The

history and horrid memories of the Jihdg of the\l 9 ”century makes some of the Christians

draw conclusion that Muslim dangerous, and not friendly to humanity. Some
Muslims on the other han 10& at stians to be kafir (unbelievers or “pagans”) and
therefore no need to ciatg with them. Adherents of the two religions live along side

each other with suchmisunderstanding and misconception of each other. This situation is

by no me t%d could degenerate into open conflict if tension arises.

The emerg of groups such as Boko Haram (a terrorist group) in recent times is
enchihg these misconceptions, especially when there has been kidnappings and
illings perpetuated by Boko Haram. The relationship between Christians and Muslims
continue to be strained by these violent activities. Looking at issues of religious
extremism going on in Africa and especially neighbouring countries such as Nigeria and

the Central African Republic, where refuges from these countries are hosted by



Cameroon, it is a fact that Cameroon needs to build Christian-Muslim Relations now
more than ever before, hence the importance of PROCMURA and its sustainability in

Cameroon.

1:2 Statement of the Problem

The Sustainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon is not guaranteed.

It is recalled that the presence of PROCMURA in Cameroon arou e 1960s jcreated a

remarkable impact. PROCMURA started creating awareness ristian family

on their responsibility of ensuring a healthy relationship wjth t uslim neighbours.

The Christians through the Council of Protestant ches ameroon (CPCC) and the

PROCMURA Area Committee were schoo, importance of Christian-Muslim

Relations and the faithful witness of an environment of Christians and
Muslims. Islam and Christian- lim ons was taught in seminaries and the
Protestant University of Cerh‘al Afriga also known as the Faculty of Theology in

Yaounde. This lasted 6y a years and these activities were suspended.

The suspenseyof PR RA’s work in Cameroon in the 1970s slowed down the
awarene wtance of Christian-Muslim Relations which was started over the
years in eroon. Christians and the Council of Protestant Churches of Cameroon in
ticulag were unable to carry out the responsibility of building relations with their
usfim neighbours. The PROCMURA Area Committee in Cameroon collapsed. The
office of Area Adviser remains vacant till date. The studies on Islam and Christian-

Muslim Relations offered in seminaries and the Faculty of Theology in Yaounde were

suspended till today. The unfinished bridges that were built by the activities of



PROCMURA in Cameroon in regard to Christian-Muslim Relations collapsed leaving
behind many gaps and walls. PROCMURA however has been revived in Cameroon, the
structure and activities have been put in place. It is beyond reasonable doubt that
Cameroonians have started feeling the presence of PROCMURA once again. The worry
right now is no longer the presence but the sustainability of PROCMURA. It is rime
importance to identify those factors responsible for PROCMURA’s suspenge and look $6r
necessary actions to be taken to make PROCMURA in Cameroon stustainable. It is
but obvious that when adherents of both religions live in peacg/and ch other for
whom they are, Cameroon will continue to enjoy peaceWand Jjdevelopment. The

sustainability of PROCMURA is important in orderd0 at is goal.

1:3 Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this research is to for the reasons behind the suspense of
PROCMURA in Cameroon ( olutions for its sustainability. Investigating the

reasons behind the sus e of PROCMURA will provide information which will assist

the Area Commi against future recurrence. The intent of this research

therefore is se tainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon.

1:4 Reseagch Objectives

o analyse the History of PROCMURA in Cameroon

To assess the reasons behind the Suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon

3. To analyse the recent initiative of reviving PROCMURA

4. To discourse measures that could be taken to sustain PROCMURA in Cameroon



1:5 Research Questions

1. What is the history of PROCMURA in Cameroon?
2 What have been the reasons for the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon?

3. What initiatives have been made to revive PROCMURA in Cameroon?

4. What measures could be taken to sustain PROCMURA in Cameroon?( XE
1:6 Research Hypotheses @

1. The inactive nature of religious leaders precipi suspense of PROCMURA in

Cameroon.

2. The need for the improvement on Chris uslim Relations in Cameroon

necessitated the revival of PR\ in Cameroon.

3. The sustainabilit CMURA in Cameroon depends largely on the active

participation of reli s leaders.

¥



1:7 Justification of the Research

PROCMURA after its revival is still not very strong. There is much to be done in order to
sustain the organisation in Cameroon. The sustainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon is

very vital for the improvement on Christian-Muslim Relations. It is therefore

significant to investigate the reasons for it years of suspense. Whenever there 'a&i

registered in anything, it is important to examine the causes of the fas der” to
register a success in the future. This research as the research erstands is very
important especially at this time when PROCMURA has HBeen, re in Cameroon

again. Cameroon is getting the waves of religious Qat and extremism that
causes mayhem in neighbouring countries and ne keep Christian-Muslim Relations

fe-guard the life of PROCMURA

intact and ongoing. It is therefore very signi
in Cameroon. The very first step in a is)precious goal is to enquire why it was

suspended for so many years, a at is to be done to sustain it, which this research has

addressed adequately. \

Very little has begn publishé@#about PROCMURA in Cameroon. To the best of my
knowledge, nothing h en published about the reasons for PROCMURA’s suspense
and ste ;kustainability in Cameroon or any other country. The researcher argues
strongly th ameroon may not be the only Country which has experienced silent years

RO@MURA'’s activities or better still the suspense of PROCMURA. This however
justifies the reason why this research is very relevant, as it is speaking directly to

Cameroon and indirectly to other countries and answers some questions that have not

been answered for many years. This implies that, this research will lead to further
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research as other countries will be motivated to enquire what went wrong in their

situations and what is to be done in their various countries to sustain PROCMURA.

The researcher is convinced that this research is relevant because it is very current an

directly connected to the field of Christian-Muslim Relations. Looking at the asp
sustainability will contribute more knowledge to the study of PROCMURA i
and the field of Christian-Muslim Relations in general. This research i resdarcher’s
opinion is relevant as it will give information to religious leaders he MURA

URA in order

o the PROCMURA
ganisation negatively on the field
URA and its work has been re-
pufion, it would have been inappropriate
Cameroon without making PROCMURA
the prime focus. It is th ref}e ohyipts that PROCMURA is the right choice for a

research and appropriate.at this time.

1.8 Delimita f the"study

The rese was/Carried out in Cameroon as a whole. It involved looking at the history
he organisation. It was difficult to select a particular town to sample the history since

®
thatyould have been too narrow. The study, therefore, concentrated on head of protestant

nominations and a few Muslim leaders who are conversant with PROCMURA’s

activities in Cameroon. On this count, the focus of the research was to discover the
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reasons behind the suspense and steps towards the sustainability of PROCMURA in

Cameroon.

1.9 Limitation of the Study

The very first limitation that was encountered was limited literature. The field of
Christian-Muslim Relations and PROCMURA to be precise has not been m%o

in Cameroon. PROCMURA in Cameroon has just been revived and ve been

cﬁ%gms limitation
1all the PROCMURA

archives. Since the research employed the historic ign\, pri

written on it in the country. However, the researcher was able t

by making use of articles, internet, and archival materials{ e

ary data has been of

great assistance to overcome the challenge of limited Mgerature. There were many other

challenges involved like meeting the res

The respondent or those who fomhed the of the study were scattered all over the
national territory. Cameroon N 1g country; travelling throughout the country to meet

the person’s conce a big challenge. In order to overcome this challenge, a

calendar of activitie§, was frawn and some of the interviews were conducted through

mails and pho educe travelling throughout the entire country. It was also very
challengifig/as a &voman to interview Muslim and Christian religious leaders who are
stly men. In addition to this, most of the Muslim leaders do not usually find it pleasant

®
grangng audience to a woman. The Imam of Buea assisted the researcher to get in contact
ith the Muslim leaders concerned. The assistance from the Imam of Buea really made

things a little easier and accessible for the researcher, as far as meeting the Muslim

leaders was concerned. The CPCC was of great assistance to the researcher in order to get
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in contact with the head of Churches. A letter was sent from the information desk of
CPCC to all the heads of churches informing them about the research in process, before
the researcher took appointment with them. The letter from the CPCC proved that the
CPCC approved and supported the research. This letter provoked interest on the research
and prepared the minds of the head of churches. In summary it is important to asise

that the researcher was able to overcome this challenge with the assistanfwn

and CPCC.

1.10 Conclusion @b

This chapter has explained the background of the ich Indicates the need for

PROCMURA to be sustained in Cameroon. The chaptéalso explained the statement of

the problem, the research questions and”Objectives. The hypotheses have been stated
based on the objectives. The research hasybeenjjustified in this chapter with explanation

of the significance and releV( study. The delimitations and limitation of the

study have been discu . It is, very important to look into what scholars have said

relating to the resedtch topic and questions.
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CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

Chapter two is a review of related literature to the research topic. Published books,

journals, and thesis are reviewed. The chapter explains and appreciates the idgés* and

arguments accurately advanced by other scholars on the subject matter. the

hand, gaps noticed in the literature reviewed which this research are
highlighted. The review is based on the four research questi h there is the
challenge of available literature as earlier mentioned. The Téyie®v "begims by looking at

views of scholars on the history of PROCMU meroon, the suspense of

2.2 The History of PROCM

According to Haafkeens (2009:64) ork of the IAP (now PROCMURA) was started

by Rev. Claude Molla ‘as theyfirst Cameroon Area Adviser under the responsibility of
Federation of Church@g, and Evangelical Missions in Cameroon (FCEMC) now Council
of Prote Chwfches of Cameroon (CPCC). The IAP operated in Cameroon under the
name Apprache de 1’ islam. Approche de |’ Islam Committee was created and presided

er by Rev. E. Mallo who was also the General Secretary of FCEMC. “Approche de I’

slam Committee met under the auspices of FCEMC to report its yearly activities.

Haatkeens moves on in talking about himself and his work in Cameroon as an Area
Adviser. He was ordained in 1966 as a minister of the Netherlands Reformed Church and

sent to serve the churches in Africa in their encounter with Muslims. He started work in
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Ibadan-Nigeria and latter on moved to Cameroon in November 1967 to take up
assignment as Area Adviser of PROCMURA in the country. Haafkeens intimates that,
the work moved on well though he was faced with some challenges. Haafkeens

completed his term of office as Area Adviser for Cameroon and returned to his coungry.

The Rev. Alfred Ondo a Cameroonian returned from his studies in Beirut in and
was appointed the IAP Area Adviser to take over from Haafkeens.

Sai (2009:167-170) on his part explains that Sai started woq as i;; regional
coordinator for Francophone West Africa region on thedl™ yof ber 1992 and

Cameroon falls under this zone. He alludes to the fq , the PROCMURA
Area Committee in Cameroon was set up again a ired by*Pastor Emmanuel Mbenda
of the Union des Eglises Baptistes du BC). The Area Committee
exceptionally included two membe uslim community. The Committee
depended financially on PROC A Central Office and some of their ideas were out of
place and absurd. For e ampx he_cifes a situation where the Committee demanded

money from PROC eptral Office to motivate them to work. This situation

dismayed and disco ed Dr. Stuart Brown the then General Adviser who was visiting

Cameroonsat t%

aafkens an@,Sai give a brief history of PROCMURA in Cameroon. Much has been

itten 8bout PROCMURA and its central office in Nairobi but very little has been

ritten about PROCMURA in Cameroon. There is a huge gap of information as far as
the history of PROCMURA in Cameroon is concern. The scholars did not make mention
of how the IAP came to Cameroon. The manner in which the Approche de 1’ Islam

Committee operated as an Area Committee and how the Area Adviser managed the
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activities of PROCMURA has not been figured out. The present research seeks to fill
this gap and contribute more knowledge to the history of PROCMURA in Cameroon.

The next issue on the objectives is the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon.

2.3 The Suspense of PROCMURA'’s activities in Cameroon

Brown (2009:101) explains that, PROCMURA'’s activities in Cameroon e slo
down. He found little evidence of the projects presence in CameroOnmsi 02. The
absence of the project made him to swap the projects themes into d seminars.

He conducted introduction to Islamic subjects at the leges in Kaele,

Meiganga and the seminary in Maroua. This howey, initiative on behalf of the

PROCMURA Area Committee in Cameroon. Brown s to light the silent period of

PROCMURA in Cameroon. Brown givés\the“picture of the collapse or suspense of
PROCMURA in Cameroon though the spense is not used in his report. Other
scholars like Goyek and Han‘ their views on the suspense of PROCMURA in

Cameroon.

Goyek and Hama (2012: 23) regrets that despite the prominent position Cameroon

occupies in th of PROCMURA as one of the pioneers, no concrete structures

exist to g tog€ther Christians and Muslims. Goyek brings fresh the memory of the

acrifice made by Pierre Benignus, who lost his life in a plane clash on the Cameroon
®

Mougtains in 1967 for this very project. They express the urgent need for the revival of

OCMURA in Cameroon.

Very little is discussed by scholars on the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon.

Brown, Goyek and Hamadou talk about the slow down and absence of PROCMURA’s
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activities and structure in Cameroon. They mentioned the absence of PROCMURA in
Cameroon but reasons behind the absence of a structure to coordinate the affairs of
PROCMURA and Christian-Muslim Relations are not mentioned. The present research
seeks not just to mention the absence of PROCMURA in Cameroon but moves to galk

about reasons for the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon.

2.4. The Revival of PROCMURA in Cameroon < \:

Mbillah (2013a:25) acknowledge Cameroon as pioneer of PR S/programme.
He equally talks of its early activities in the 1960s and h eroop ‘suddenly became
dormant since the late 1970 until 2013. He intimate CMURA has been revived

in Cameroon and both Christians and Muslims plédge ir support to PROCMURA’s

activities in Cameroon. Both Christian an women leaders issued a statement of
support for PROCMURA’s ideas on Chri§tiansjand Muslims working together for peace

and development of the natior\ ils on the Maroua Communiqué in Appendix V.

Mbillah brings to our mfyder§tanding that PROCMURA has been revived in Cameroon but
the initiative made tQ,revi ROCMURA in Cameroon is not addressed. This explains

the gap of kno gain no other publication was found addressing the issue of the

reviva%c URA in any country. This study seeks to fill this gap and investigate

€ initiative‘made to revive PROCMURA in Cameroon.
o

5 Sustainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon

Mbillah (2003:159-168) based on the African context and practical experiences, observe

the challenge of practicing the good teachings in religion in the daily life of its adherents.
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Christian and Muslim leaders have been passionately involved in convincing people
especially during periods of conflict that Christianity and Islam are both religions of
peace. Christians believe that Christ brought peace to humanity. Christ is known to be the
prince of peace and the giver of peace. Muslims also argue that, the Muslim greeting as
salaam aleikum (peace be upon you) denotes peace. Some religious leaders and rents
of both faith have failed to teach and put into practice the peace promisedyby their
religions. PROCMURA therefore teaches the religious leaders the wmportanc peace
and encourage them to practice the peace principles found ip/thel s. This will

help PROCMURA to be strong and operate effectively.

More on the sustainability of PROCMURA, illah 03:159-168) argues that

PROCMURA is very much concern in teac “negative solidarity”. This is a

solidarity which is influenced by the at all Christians are members of the
body of Christ and all Muslims Belong to the universal ummah. The conception that the
Arab East is Muslim and the Eﬁop n _West is Christian is also creating a lot of problems
in PROCMURA’s w t often than not conflict between the USA and Europe on
the one side and parts, of the Middle East and the Muslim World on the other side are
considere o%ct between Christians and Muslims. Christians and Muslims in
Africa eveif sometimes get into conflicts over incidents that occurred outside the African

ontineng The critical question Mbillah asked is whether “Christians and Muslims in
Afrigd see themselves as African Christians and African Muslims or Christian African

nd Muslim African”. PROCMURA therefore ensures that Africans see themselves as

African. PROCMURA also ensures that citizens from the same country see themselves as

one people, beyond religious frontiers. This practice will not only promote a healthy
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relationship between Christians and Muslims but will also create a healthy environment

for PROCMURA to operate, hence its sustainability (Mbillah, 2003:159-168).

PROCMURA has many more to guard against in order to keep moving. Religious

tribalism as described by Mbillah is a problem. Tribal or ethnic conflicts are
transformed to religious conflict especially when they share differen

PROCMURA describes this situation as Ethnicism: Finding an ally in religion. Religious

tribalism, Unethical religious expansionist policies, Golbalisat Im ion and
exportation of conflict, and Political manipulation are some of theyissugs, PROCMURA is
fighting in order operate in a healthy environment ove improve Christian-

traditional Christian approach has b nversion or bringing those who are
outside Christ to Christ. In coufsé of time€, another group emerged with the idea of
relating with people of o her\aith and not converting them. There are two camps in
Christian thinking on inter apd according to Mbillah, they need to face the existential
reality as they are, n6g as they will want them to be. When Christians are able to accept
that Chrigtianity HaSPcome to stay and same with Islam, it will make the work of
PROC@amer and PROCMURA will continue to grow. Mbillah proceeds in saying

at, the énission of the church is complicated because theological education has not been
divemsified by African church leaders. He recommends the study of Islam and Christian-

uslim Relations in all theological institutions in the African continent. PROCMURA is
strongly behind this view and see this as a means of improving on human resource

development for the continuity of PROCMURA.
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PROCMURA Brochure intimates that in order for the organisation to be successful, it has

to take the following more seriously:

e Work toward the promotion of the spirit of good neighbourliness, mutual
respect and tolerance.

e Embark on building relations with the Muslim communities to ensure that
conflict between Christians and Muslims are addressed in a non-violent
manner.

¢ In its search for peaceful co-existence with Muslims, look up to Chris 0
is Himself the “Prince of Peace”.

e Together with their Muslim neighbours appeal to their commo
roots where the African has never gone to war against his_meighbour o
account of religious differences before the advent of Islam istiariiey.

e Embark on an African oriented dialogue of live and’tet our
religious differences (PROCMUR Brochure, 2002).

Mbillah (2008:1-2) again talks about the attitu religions leaders and politicians;

which PROCMURA needs to be aware of. leaders he says that some of them
seem to be more reactive than proacti together for peace and development
in the continent. When religious ers fai e proactive, politicians get the advantage

to defend their blunt image%‘oou refigious leaders. Politicians argue that, religious

leaders concentrate onlife after death while politicians concentrate on life before death.

Politicians and othe®individuals struggle to prove that the services of religious leaders
are obsolete in img world. The non proactive nature of some religious leaders poses

a challenggdto PROCMURA'’s work. PROCMURA therefore encourage religious leaders

0 be proactive, this will help PROCMURA grow in its work and sustainability.
®

cholars have intensively discoursed some of the challenges faced by PROCMURA and
the effort to overcome the challenges. Scholars are talking much about the sustainability
of PROCMURA in general and not PROCMURA in Cameroon. There is a huge gap that

needs to be filled. PROCMURA as an organisation has not experience suspense before;
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this suggest that its sustainability procedure might not apply to the case of Cameroon
which has experience suspense. This study will investigate steps towards the
sustainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon. The literature review informs the researcher
about some of the key actors at the beginning of PROCMURA in Cameroon and the part
played by FCEMC. There is still much to talk about on the history of PROC A in

Cameroon. Very little has been published on the suspense and revival of P %A
S

Cameroon. On the area of suspense and revival the reasons behind t nse and
revival initiatives are totally absent. The sustainability of/RR has been
addressed passively because the reasons behind the &9 PROCMURA in
Cameroon have not been clearly figured out also.

2.6 Theoretical Frame Work

Carol Weiss’s “theory of Change” explatas that “for organisations to achieve long term
goals, organisations need to cg ay they think about implementing strategies and
focus not so much on whg is being done, but on what needs to be done”. This is done by
specifying what isgheeded\for )oals to be achieved. Proponents of this theory of change
believe that, t?eor orms the way organisations plan and assess their development
efforts rs Or organisational development providers are using the “theory of change”
ta help non*gévernmental organisations (NGO’s) to be directly focused on long term

cRange rAther than project focused output. This is a frame work to check progress toward

ange and keep on going (Newsletter INTRC, 2012).

Neufeldt (2011:702) assesses the “theory of change” in interfaith dialogue and argues that

the theory fit so well because it clarifies the suppositions of how and why things will
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change because of interfaith dialogue. Exploring change therefore requires a commitment

to deep investigations.

The researcher uses this theory to explain the goal of this research which is the

sustainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon. Analysing the History of PROCMU
Cameroon, takes us back to what has been done; the errors, and weaknesses. re

then laid emphasis on what needs to be done and not what has ee&(
PROCMURA central office needs to give all the necessary sup<:E%AURA’S
institutions in Cameroon. The PROCMURA central office shOuldynot¥ecus on what has
been done but what more is to be done. The Council Q?m urches in Cameroon
and the PROCMURA Area Committee in Camgroon, needs*to understand where they

went wrong but focus more on how the wro

orrected. The findings will help
to inform and equip the PROCMU office, the PROCMURA institutions in
Cameroon and the religious leadefs'who are t0 implement PROCMURA’s principle at the
grassroots level. On thi n&, t OCMURA central office, the institutions and

religious leaders in Cameroon wilt change their approach and focus more on what needs

to be done, this will'¢gntribute to the sustainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon. The
key words,d %y of change” are “what is to be done” and are very important in
this researeh for the sustainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon.

Con.ceptual Frame Work

e conceptual frame work explains how the dependent variable which is PROCMURA
in Cameroon will be affected positively or negatively by the independent variables. The

independent variables are classified into three levels:
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EXTERNAL STIMULUS

PROCMURA CENTRAL OFFICE

INSTITUTIONAL LﬁVEL OPERATIONAL LEVEL
——>

-CPCC -RELIGIOUS LEADERS

-AREA COMMITEE : -THE GRASSROOTS

PROCMURA

In Cameroon

ACTIVE

<

-
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External stimulus: The external stimulus represent a higher office; the PROCMURA
central office. The office of the General Adviser has to work in close collaboration with
the PROCMURA Area Committee in Cameroon to assist the progress of their work.
Material, moral, financial and other forms of support from the PROCMURA Central
office in Nairobi to the institutions will go a long way to boost the work of PROEMURA
and keep it on a sustainable path. This relationship is what the researcher dgscribes in this
research as a “stimulus”. There must be that connection, that stro O%I rgy to

stimulate the institutions. This force will act as a booster to the detiv OCMURA

in Cameroon. A
Institutional level: the Council of Protest urches* of Cameroon and the

PROCMURA Area Committee are describ

ions in this research. Members of
these institutions have been attending€gonferénces” organised by PROCMURA and are
educated on issues of Christian-Mu$lim Relafions. These institutions after being educated
and stimulated by the office o&he al Adviser or the PROCMURA central office are
expected to pass on mfQrmagion Ao other religious leaders who together with them will
reach out to the gragsroots. The PROCMURA Area Committee and the Council of
Protestant,Churghés st work together as a team. It is their responsibility to encourage
memb@les of CPCC to organise conferences and educate all other Church leaders

ho do ;10t have the opportunity to participate in PROCMURA’s seminars. Failure to
dissefinate information gained, will seriously affect the sustainability of PROCMURA

nd Christian-Muslim Relations. The institutions therefore must be productive and

proactive. PROCMURA does not rely on the Islamic Council as an institution because

PROCMURA is a Christian organisation. However, the collaboration and cooperation of
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Muslim religious leaders with the Council of Protestant Churches and the PROCMURA

Area Committee is of prime importance.

Operational Level: This is the grassroots level. Religious leaders from both faiths nee

to collaborate and pass on the good precepts of peaceful co-existence to Christia
Muslims. When all what has been taught and learnt fails to go
PROCMURA’s teachings on Christian-Muslim Relations will endf"on p and

conferences thus constituting a failure on PROCMURA. The grass

impact of the presence of PROCMURA in Cameroon thro t igious leaders in

various mosques and congregations. Christians and Muslims\nee come together, carry

out joint projects, and work for the common is will* equally contribute to the

sustainability of PROCMURA. The diagra trates the connection between the
PROCMURA Central office, the Co oteStant Churches, the Area Committee,
the religious leaders and theg“gtassroots.” The various groups mentioned have a
contribution to make to ar(bthe ainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon. The

inactiveness of the jouSgrowps will definitely render PROCMURA inactive and

probably go on suspémse again. On the other hand, the activeness of the various groups

mentioned,abo 1 stain PROCMURA in Cameroon.
Conclusion

®
Th apter presented the literature review based on the four research questions. The

view proved that very little has been written on PROCMURA in Cameroon and the
present research seeks to fill that gap. The chapter looked into the views of scholars on

the history of PROCMURA in Cameroon. There is however a gap of knowledge because
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the history is not discussed in details. The suspense and revival and sustainability of
PROCMURA in Cameroon are also reviewed. The conceptual frame work of this
research has also been explained, highlighting the different operational levels, and the
interaction of the dependent and independent variables. Carol Weiss’s theory of change
has been used to explain the study. Many scholars have written about PROCM and

its responsibility of encouraging Christians and Muslims to co-exist peacefullyy The

the researcher finds in the literature reviewed is that nothing has b en about the
suspense of PROCMURA in any country and the reason behind*suc ion. On this
count, nothing has been written about efforts to sustain PRQC Am any country. The
present research therefore will contribute to fill this{gap dd more knowledge in the

field of the study of PROCMURA in particular\an ristian-Muslim Relations in

general.
®
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

Chapter three explains the methods and design that have been used in the research. Th
area covered in the research is stated in this chapter. The instruments for data c tion
are also stated. Sampling frame and data analysis technique are explained a e rea

for selecting the techniques. The ethical considerations made in the cour: ro8earch

process are mentioned. This chapter underscores the connectio n the methods

used, the research questions and the research objectives.Q
3.2 Research Design x

The dissertation is a qualitative researc

earcher employed the historical
research design. According to Cre 1 (2009:4), research designs are plans and
procedures for a research. The glans have to fit to the research problem and the setting.
He makes mention of three types o arch which includes: quantitative, qualitative and
mixed. The researcher taad of qualitative research where a few people have been
sampled to represent rgSt. In qualitative research, content analysis is more important
than statisti a%lyw. This further explains that, qualitative research makes use of
techniquesWghich will not lead to the production of numerical data. More often the data

e in thg form of words rather than numbers and these words are often grouped into

ategories. Looking at the historical development of PROCMURA, facts are more
important and not numbers. The qualitative approach is therefore suitable as it has helped
the researcher to be able to collect data and explain phenomena more deeply and

exhaustively.
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“Historical design is the systematic and objective study which evaluates and synthesises
data collected in order to establish facts and draw conclusions concerning past events”
(Njenga, A and Kabiru, M. 2009:19). According to Berg (2009:298), historical research
involves a process in which events are examined in order to uncover accounts of wahat

happened in the past. Historical research gives contemporary researchers the o

to descend into the past. This gives access to a wider understanding of human

than if we only remain in the static isolation of our own time. This 1gmy réquires

collecting information from the past.

The researcher used the historical research design. Past evets ¢ rning PROCMURA

in Cameroon have been studied in order to make an¥appraisal* for the future. Historical

design has helped the researcher to obtai erning causes and effects of the

suspense of PROCMURA in Camero ortant as it has helped to understand
current events and predict thefuture. The historical design is appropriate since the
research entailed taking i to\cbnsi eration the history of PROCMURA. Getting facts
about the reasons fof ‘the e of PROCMURA, history has been consulted and

information gatherédy has) been of help to the researcher in making plausible

recommepgdatiofsAorffhie sustainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon.

Sampling Frame

®
TheWistory and activities of PROCMURA, cuts across the entire country of Cameroon. It

as very difficult to select a particular area or region of the country to sample the history
of the organisation. Cameroon as a whole is selected for this research but limited to a few

people scattered across the national territory. PROCMURA’s activities were mostly
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carried at the Protestant university in Yaoundé, the seminary in Kaele. Conferences were
also organised in Ngoundere, Garoua and Maroua. Cameroon which is located in the
Central part of Africa is often termed Africa in miniature because of its climatic
condition. The major climate and vegetation of the African continent are exhibited in
Cameroon; that is coast, desert, Savannah, rainforest and mountain. Cameroon is¥ocated
on the Gulf of Guinea, bordered by Chad, Nigeria, the Democratic Republic'ef Congo,
the Central African Republic, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea. Camer a pepulation

of about 23,120,708 as per the 2014 statistics of the nati 1 of statistics.

|
Cameroon is made up of ten regions; two English speakifig and, eight French speaking,
making Cameroon a bilingual country with two &guages being French and
xdetails in Appendix VL

eads of Protestant churches from 11

English (www. nationsonline-org). See Cameroon

The people sampled during the resea

different denominations who embers of the Council of Protestant Churches of
Cameroon and five of the a%m s of the Area committee. The head of churches

constitute the CPCC“underfwhigh the PROCMURA Area Committee operates. Some

members of CPCC e up the Area Committee and head the Committee as well. The
heads of churc py a central position in the administration of PROCMURA in
Cameroomjgthis explains the reason why the heads of churches have been selected for

mplin% The Christian leaders also include 2 women. The women are leaders of the
WO department of their denominations. The women were selected in order to get the
oice of the women since no woman was found in the leadership position of the different

denominations.
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The Muslim population sampled amounted to 8 persons, 6 men and 2 women. Some of
the Muslim leaders have been participating in PROCMURA’s conferences in the country.
These leaders have experienced PROCMURA in many ways and were considered legible
for sampling. This group is also very important because it has provided a balanced data in
the sense that not only Christians have been sampled but Muslims as w, Two
PROCMURA General Adviser were sampled. The General Advisers of MU

have practically experienced successes as well as challenges in the cours it work.

They themselves are experts in PROCMURA’s work and in th iStian-Muslim
relations and therefore have great insight. These insights fiave Bgen gxploited during the

interview. The two advisers selected have a good( un ding of PROCMURA in

Cameroon. One of them worked as an Area i i eroon and the other revived

present General Advisers have begn sam r data collection. The group of persons
mentioned above necessarily% iences, observations or recommendations to the
growth and sustainabili PRQCMURA in Cameroon hence, their importance in the

field work carrie re’searcher.

by t
3.4 Sampling F€chniques

n-probab sampling was used in this research. Two types of non-probability
S ling,’have been employed. The Purposive sampling and Expert sampling have been

propriate for this research and has assisted the researcher to obtain the required results.
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3.4.1 Non—Probability Sampling

The Non—Probability sampling is a situation where a process of case selection is done
rather than random selection. “Non probability sampling is used when the researcher i
not interested in generalisations but is seeking in-depth information from €
respondents” (Mugenda & Mugenda, 2008:195). PROCMURA as an organisationmay

not be known or conversant to all Cameroonians. Some people may f(know_ vefylittle

about PROCMURA and do not have enough information toda research

questions. Some other people might not have heard of PROCNMU alt. Engaging on a
random sampling will not provide adequate data as ggquiréd becalise; data would have

been collected even from people who know li nothing about PROCMURA. A

process of selection has been very helpful i iable and adequate data. Selecting

the people for sampling was done in t

3.4.1.1 The Purposiveﬁ%

Going into selection,gthé§purpdsive sampling was suitable for this research. “The

purposive samplingyis a s ing technique that allows a researcher to use cases that
have the requir ation with respect to the object of his or her study”’( Mugenda &
Muge@& 6). The researcher seriously agrees with Mugenda as the researcher
sampled the opinion of protestant church leaders who have been working and are to

o

w losely with PROCMURA. Some of the church leaders are members of the
OCMURA Area Committee and even head the Committee. The researcher equally
sampled the opinion of specific members of the Cameroon Islamic Council. Muslim

leaders who have been involved in PROCMURA'’s activities in Cameroon possess the
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required characteristic because they are informative. A purposive sampling therefore has
been appropriate because not every Muslim leader in Cameroon is involved in the affairs
of PROCMURA. These are the set of people who are familiar with the activities of
PROCMURA and have been able to give reliable and authentic data that has been used to

address the research questions.

3.4.1.2 The Expert Sampling

The second type of non-probability sampling that was used is
Expert sampling allows the researcher to sample a gr

recognised as experts in a field (Mugenda & Mugen 008:198)" The researcher made

use of this sample technique to interview some offthe experts, most especially the

General Advisers of PROCMURA. PR@C s an organisation has it aims,
objectives and vision. Expert samplinig has notjonly given in-depth information but has
also helped the researcher to{remain focused to the objectives and vision of the

\

organisation under study,

3.5 Methods of Collection

This re oy€d archival materials and interviews as main instruments for data
collection?

Arc’mval materials

Archival materials such as letters, minutes, reports and other official documents were
studied carefully to obtain the data needed. “Historical evidence depends on the survival

of data from the past usually in the form of documents” (Neuman, 2011:473). The
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researcher consulted the PROCMURA archives, the CPCC Achieves and the Achieves of

the Protestant University in Yaounde-Cameroon.

3.5.2 Interviews

Interviews were used; two different types of interviews were employed, expert jfiterview
and semi-structured interview. In the expert interview the researcher and the ré§pondents

expounded on the subject matter and asked questions based o e objectives and

research questions. The respondent, who is considered an expepttn t f study, had
the freedom to go out of the questions asked by the researCher say more that was felt
to be important. In this method, the researcher diad vantage of getting more

authentic data, shared from practical experi ructured questions were also

used on another group of persons wherg the‘sesearcher was successful in collecting data
from the respondents. The semi-stgucture iews in some cases have advantage over

the structured and open inter\/\ . emi-structured questions are flexible; with them,

the researcher was able/fo'fmodify\questions as the discussions unfolded. Respondents had

the liberty to ex theif\ views within the context of the questions asked and in the

course of thes important issues were raised and discoursed. Based on the fact that

Interyrew is static and does not give openings for more information since it

uires either a yes or no answer with the possibility of a response being true or false, it

. . . . . .
wagynot used. The open interview on the other hand was not also used since it has its
ort comings of a possibility of collecting data that may not address the research

questions.
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On these counts, Semi-structured and Expert interview are suitable for this research and
has led to the collection of reliable and what in the researcher’s opinion is credible data.
The conventional interview is that which the researcher sits down face to face with an

individual or a group of persons for an interview. In qualitative interviews there is also

what is known as the remote interview; which allows the use of telephone and ronic

mails. The use of this interviewing techniques save the time frame of data ())Nion,
bridge physical distance from participants (Horrocks, C and Kin, N. 19). The
researcher employed both conventional and remote interview %al interview
gave the researcher added advantage as the body langua @ondents was taken
into consideration. The remote interviews that we &ugh phone and electronic

S ut for the excuse of distance.

mails provided a situation in which no respondent

It also reduced cost and provided the opport 1 the collection of more data.

3.6 Data Analysis and Intergretation Techniques

Data obtained from the€field is, raw and difficult to interpret. The data was coded,
presented and analgsed b&forejinterpretation. “Data analysis means a search for patterns
in data recurr cha rs, objects, phases, or ideas. It involves examining, sorting,
categoyi evaluating, comparing, synthesising, and contemplating the coded data as

Il as reviewing the raw data” (Neuman, 2011:517). Coding in qualitative research
réquires ¥he researcher to organise the raw data into conceptual categories and create

emes guided by the research questions (Neuman, 2011:510). The data was summarised

and presented in themes using descriptive analysis. The descriptive statistics allowed the

researcher to meaningfully describe a measurement using a few indices or statistics. The
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findings have been presented in tables and charts. The thematic issues arising from

findings were presented in respect to the objectives and research questions.

3.7 Reliability of Data

According to Mugenda & Mugenda, (2008:250) reliability is sure when the
instrument is able to provide the same data or results after repeated trials.

therefore the measurement of the degree to which the research instrum

re that the

repeated results. In order to ensure the reliability of data, o

instruments used will yield consistent result even when data 1s repeated. The
main data collection instruments that were used (a ioned earlier in this work) are

archival materials and interviews. The researcher 1 he interviewee before hand in

researcher. The technique of semi-struct and expert interviews was respected in order

to measure the situation in quxt

Archival materials t Were used were carefully looked into. The dates for the
establishment of thé@documents, the reasons for the documents and the signatories to the
documents WCW by the researcher. On this count, archival materials were well
studied their” authenticity verified. The researcher was guided by the research
uestions to ‘obtain the data required. Taking the authenticity of archival materials into
®
conSideration and creating a healthy environment for the interviewer and interviewee,
cured the reliability of the data. This explains that any research or study carried out in
Cameroon on PROCMURA, using the same research design and instruments will yield

the same results or data.
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3.8 Validity of Data

Mugenda & Mugenda, (2008:256) says validity establishes the relationship between the
data and the variable. Validity is the extent to which the instrument is able to measure

what it is intended to measure. It is therefore the accuracy, truthfulness

meaningfulness of inferences that are based on the data obtained from the us
The Researcher took precautions and avoided random errors and als i being
biased. Collecting the data therefore was done in close conneci ith\the/ research
objective, and research questions. Reliability and validity has, be nsured in this

research, as the instruments for collecting data has provided felev nd correct data.

3.9 Ethical Consideration

Berg (2009:60) explains that social research a ial scientist have an ethical obligation

to their respondents, study population an society at large. Researchers involved in

social studies delve into theNvate liyes of individuals, organisations and sometimes

governments. The priv@cy;ight and welfare of the community or people that form the
group under stud st bg ensured. Researchers therefore must be people of integrity
who will not u research for personal gain or research that will have a negative
effect o IS.

order go ensure ethical consideration, the researcher obtained written permission from
t Paul’s University permitting the researcher to go out for field work. The researcher
also obtained permission from the Council of Protestant Churches of Cameroon,

permitting the researcher to work with the head of Churches. The consent of those who
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form the focus of the study was equally consulted by the researcher. See appendix VII

and VIII for details on the letters of introduction and recommendation.

The researcher has not abused the opportunity given to her but has respected the rights

and freedom of everyone especially the respondents. Participation by the responden

voluntary and participants were given the right to withdraw at any mom
creating any problem. The researcher made sure that concrete agfangem and
appointments were made with the respondents before meeting t in o to avoid
embarrassment of all sorts. The confidentiality and anquymi e subjects or
respondents was taken seriously. The respondents rgmair), ano ous except for the

previous and present General Advisers whose n e mentioned. The real names of

the respondents have been changed to case reporting the data. MM, MW,

for Muslim man and Muslim woma W for Christian man and Christian
woman. Information given by th¢"réspondentS has not been disclosed to any other person.
The researcher took in enthial recaution to ensure that information does not

accidentally fall into WI ds or become public. Plagiarism and fraud of all kind

was avoided. The information or material derived from the work of other scholars has

been properly edged with accurate referencing. The result of the research was
presente e of personal influence or bias.

® .
Conclusion

hapter three has explained the methodology that has been employed. This chapter
shows how the historical design is appropriate for this research. The chapter explained

the sample area being Cameroon, the sample population and the reasons for the
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selections. The techniques for sampling have been discussed. The instruments for data
collection or methods have been mentioned. The method for data analysis and
interpretation which is descriptive analysis has been explained. The issue of ethical
consideration, validity and reliability of data has been dealt with in this chapter. Fhe

historical design has been used in this research with main instrument for data ction

being archival materials and interview. The next chapter shall focus on the %f e
data collected. : %

¥
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CHAPTER FOUR: DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND
INTERPRETATION.

4.1 Introduction

Chapter four presents the raw data from the field and analyses and interprets t ata.
the research instruments. Data analysis and interpretation was based on % arch
questions which are; the history of PROCMURA in Camero sonsWbehind the
suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon, initiatives to reviv@ A in Cameroon
and steps to be taken in order to sustain PROC A \in Cameroon. This chapter

therefore includes report from each variable

This chapter also gives information about the respondents and explains repﬂ of

rt from the findings which are

presented in themes. As indicated in the in order to ensure confidentiality

and anonymity, actual names of the TéS§pondents are not mentioned. The names of the

previous and present General{ Advisers are mentioned as Haafkeens and Mbillah

respectively, after seeking their conSerft. The responses of all the 24 persons will not be

narrated; this is to avoi what others have said. Interviewees (as related earlier)

are coded as ,C hristian man and Christian woman while MM, MW refers to

Muslim andMuslim woman respectively.

linformation about Respondents
°

This)8ection of the work gives information about the respondents based on their different
eligious affiliations. The various Christian denominations and Muslim groups used in the
study are being mentioned and identified. Gender representation in the study is also

mentioned.
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4.2.1 Religious affiliation of respondents

N\

iewed from both religions. Sixteen

Figure 1: the number of respondents from each

Figure one explains the total number ofrpers
Christian church leaders and eig usli fgious leaders were sampled. The Muslim
population sampled is half or& o of thg Christian population sampled. This difference is
as a result of the fact thatt RROCMURA is a Christian organisation; as a matter of fact,

only Christians involvad in its administration and management. Muslims are often

invited for join mes or conferences.

A
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4.2.2 Christian Denominations and Muslim Groups

Denominations persons Groups persons
NBC 1 SUNI 5
ACC 1 SHIA 3 ﬁ
CBC 2
PCC 3 ‘ﬁy
VN

EEC 1
EPA 1 «»Y )Y
EFLC 1
EPC 1 »\\ )

—~.
UEEC 1
UEBC 1 \) ”

A

EELC 1

Table 1: Distribution of respéndents inN\‘ﬂstian denominations and Muslim Groups

Table one highlights thendi Christian denominations and Muslim groups sampled.
The table indicates t egpondents were selected from eleven Christian denominations
and tw ;%ps. In some of the denominations, more than one leader was
interviewed§This is because the researcher wanted to get the voice of the women. Since
men gre not head of denominations, the researcher was able to get a few women who
ead”the women’s department of their denominations. Fourteen respondents from the

denominations and two PROCMURA General Advisers made the Christian population to

be sixteen and the Muslims eight as indicated in figure 4.1.
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4.2.3 Gender Demographics

16 -
14 -
12 A
10 -~ H men
8 - B women
6 -
4 4
2 -
0 T 1
Muslims Christian

-

Figure 2: Gender distribution of respondents

Figure two above showcase the nu n and men interviewed from both
religions. Two Christian women_iere intctweWwed against fourteen Christian men. One

Muslim woman was interviev&& againstjseven Muslim men. A total of three women were

interviewed against tw€nt e men. This makes it 12% for women and 88% for men; a

great disparity in ericalyrepresentation. This explains that very few or no woman was
found in lead osition of the denominations and Muslim groups. This also
insinué% fow women were involved in the administration of PROCMURA in
eroon.
®
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4.3 The History of PROCMURA in Cameroon

Secondary sources consulted in the literature review provided brief information on the

history of PROCMURA in Cameroon. However, more information and pertinent points

have been raised by respondents and archival materials which were not mentioned i

review. Interviewee CM1 said the Paris Mission through Rev. Pierre Benignus, flitr

IAP in Cameroon. Benignus thus is the founding father of IAP in Camfi:N{e in
Cameroon in course of his work (April 21st, 2014). Moving on wi interview on the
history, the next responded presented his views. Accordi to% the former

General Adviser of PROCMURA (personal communication, No er 21st, 2014), the

Rev. Claud Molla originally from Syria a Swisg Citigen, wotked as the first IAP Area

Adviser in Cameroon. IAP under the leader olla was assisted and financed

by the Paris Mission. Haafkeens pro saying that, in 1967 he was assigned to
serve as the next Cameroon Adviser."Haafkeens was assisted by the Board of
Mission of the Netherlands Re}brm d Church (BMNRC). The Board was responsible for

all costs; including t administrative expenses. However as he observed, some

interested denomin Cameroon gave little assistance to the work of IAP. He
intimated that, for the IAP from BMNRC was paid directed to him as the Area
Adviser. Ika general note he said, Islam in Africa Project (IAP) was well established in

ameroo.n in the 1960s. Away from Haafkeens, the PROCMURA archive was of great

imp@rtance as minutes from the archive gave information on the history of PROCMURA

Cameroon.

The minutes of (1980), reported that Alfred Ondo took over from Haafkeen in 1975 as

the Area Adviser. Ondo hailed from the Eglise Presbiterienne Camerainaise (EPC) and
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was trained in the field of Christian-Muslim Relations. The Board of Mission of the

Netherlands reformed Church (BMNRC) supported the Federation of Churches and

Evangelical Mission in Cameroon (FCEMC) in paying the salary of Ondo as the Area

Adviser. BMNRC took charge of the salaries because BMNRC was a partner to Eglise

Evangeligue du Cameroun (EEC). This was the first time in which IAP’s funds Ql

directly to FCEMC in Yaounde. This situation created some proble w e
slgw’.

transfer of salary of the Area Adviser from Yaounde to Ngoundere was Ondo

worked from 1975 and by 1979 IAP in Cameroon became dgfma as gradually
falling apart. The activities of IAP finally disappeared by 980 When @ndo completed his

term of office and there was no one to take over fg{ e history of PROCMURA

in Cameroon continues with the 2013 report.

According to the report (2013), PROGMURANwas revived in 2013 by Johnson Mbillah

the General Adviser of PROC A. A néw Area Committee was created chaired by
the Rev. Robert Goyek who\lou es/ as the president of the Council of Protestant
Churches of Cameroom\Théygepgrt indicates that, the office of the Area Adviser is still

vacant. Looking at the, information derived from the respondents and archival materials,

the history o URA is proved to have experienced serious crisis for so many
years. In sixties and early seventies, missionaries from outside Cameroon handled the
ffice W{[h no major difficulty. Ondo took over as the first Cameroonian to handle the
ostyof the Area Adviser; he experienced difficulties and gradually PROCMURA’s
tructure and activities were suspended. Eleven years after, which was in 1997, the

attempt to revive PROCMURA failed. Six years later, which was in 2013, PROCMURA

was revived in Cameroon. The researcher interprets that, the preparedness of

44



Cameroonians to handle the affairs of Islam in Africa Project (IAP) in Cameroon was not
considered appropriately by the IAP central office before handing over the office of the

Area Adviser to the locals.

4.4 Reasons behind the Suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon %
Information derives from data collected from respondents and archival m@e
been grouped into nine themes as presented below. %

4.4.1 Lack of Finances %

CM2 expressed his view: “there was no money to tivities of PROCMURA. 1

think, finances have been the major cause of the s f PROCMURA and I still see

it a problem even now” (April 28th, 2014). ndents continued to express their views
on lack of finance as a cause for the su se of PROCMURA in Cameroon. The next

respondent is a Muslim leade\ his own words said that: “money I tell you was

the problem, it involv f money to run the activities and I don’t think that

PROCMURA'’s cefitral office)€ould provide for all the African countries. The issue of
money is respOfisible e suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon” (July 22nd, 2014).

boug the problem of self-reliance. According to him the PROCMURA Area

mmittee Was not self-reliant; it depended so much on assistance from the
CMURA central office. This as he suggested was one of the reasons behind the

spense of PROCMURA in Cameroon (May 13th, 2014).

The point on lack of finances proceeds as Mbillah, the present General Adviser of

PROCMURA has a different explanation on self-reliance based on PROCMURA’s
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philosophy. He argued that in the present world, it is difficult to say that a country, a
region or organisation is financially independent. The financial support of one another is
needed. He underscored inter-dependence and financial sustainability to better explain
the situation of PROCMURA. On this count, lack of financial sustainability as a result of
failure to raise and manage funds has been a problem in Cameroon sonal
communication, March 5th, 2015). The theme lack of finances, find credence ¥, archi

materials. A number of letters from Cameroon to IAP central office poin iSsue of
financial assistance. In the letter (June 16th, 1976), Cameroon p out the poor
working conditions of the Area Adviser and requested fof\finafigial @ssistances to better

the condition. There was also a request for financiak assi to purchase a car to ease

the work of the Area Adviser (October 27th, 1976)N\Th ea Adviser made a statement

in a letter which indicates the difficulties he ing at that time. “I am called to suffer
not as a good worker but as a pgisoner. can | work effectively without means”

(December 25th, 1976). A lexr P in Cameroon to the IAP central office (April

11th, 1978) reports: “it s quite evident that we stand in danger of the churches letting go

entirely of IAP en the Area Adviser has no funds for travelling, the
churches forge t him and his activities and the impact of his presence in the country

dies o se¢ond theme which arises from the respondent on the reasons behind the

pense of PROCMURA in Cameroon is ignorance.
®
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4.4.2 Ignorance on the importance of Christian-Muslim relations

CM4 intimated that the problem all along was ignorance. According to him, most of the
church leaders were ignorant about the issue of peaceful co-existence with the Muslim
He equally observed that, the Islamic resurgence going on now in Africa andaev
Cameroon was not there at that time to trigger the thoughts of church leaders( “WeSyere
ignorant about the importance and I am sure this caused the suspense df PROCMURA”

(July 8th, 2014). CM5 moved further as he explained that, they, tu stand the

reasons why Christians should relate with Muslims for any irst 9 all, most of the

Christian leaders looked at Muslims to be harmful, a€lati them might be very

dangerous. The idea of a relationship with Musli looked upon by some Christian

leaders to be a sort of compromise. Compi0 istianity for a reason they could

not explain (July 9th, 2014). MM2 staggested that, there has been a lot of
ignorance and misconception abput Islam and Christianity. Expanding his view further he
said, this ignorance and misconcept ad prevented many leaders from appreciating the
importance of Christia i elations and this is an important factor behind the
suspense of PROC in Cameroon. To elaborate further he said; most of the
Muslim %ered Christians as unbelievers and enemies. Christian-Muslim
Relations erceived by some of the Muslims to be a western strategy for conversion
Chriggianity (November 20th, 2014). These arguments find support in archival
atefials. IAP in Cameroon reported to IAP central office in Nairobi in a letter that: “the
hurch leaders need more conferences to educate them about faithful witness to the

gospel in the presence of Muslims” (June 20th, 1978).

47



4.4.3 The problem with FCEMC

The inactive collaboration of FCEMC towards PROCMURA’s work in Cameroon is
considered as one of the reasons behind the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroo
CM6 on his own part hold FCEMC responsible; the federation was not intereste
activities of IAP. He argued that the federation which is now known as C hadythe
ability to preserve IAP if they wanted to. The lack of interest he procgeded, le the
suspense of IAP now PROCMURA before the very eyes of F (Jul , 2014).
MM3 supports this view, he was sincere when he said t S fm, he may not
understand how the Christian council managed thegadmipistraion of PROCMURA.

However, since there was a failure, it is an indicafionthat there was a problem within the

administration of PROCMURA in Camgfo 22nd, 2014). Mbillah (personal

communication, March 5th, 2015) als6'8aw lapses‘in FCEMC now (CPCC) in matters of
inter-faith relations. To supporf his view, he indicated that there was no secretary in
charge of theology an inger-faith folAtime at the level of the FCEMC and matters of
Christian-Muslim Relations not taken seriously. The point on the attitude of
FCEMC continues aS8archival materials also support this view. A letter from IAP in

Camero the/TAP central office says: “unfortunately the FCEMC has shown very

little initiatiye to make IAP really effective in Cameroon. Moreover, the fact that IAP

tivitiegyare officially under FCEMC removes IAP from being a direct responsibility of
he ¢hurches” (April 11th, 1978). The fourth theme on the reason for the suspense of

ROCMURA in Cameroon is lack of trained personnel.
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4.4.4 Lack of trained personnel

CMT7 suggested that lack of trained personnel to move on with PROCMURA’s work is a

visible factor behind the suspense. He explained that after the former PROCMURA Are

Adpviser in Cameroon, no other person was trained in this field of study to take ov

him (May 20th, 2014). The argument on lack of trained personnel prdceed

according to MM4, both Christians and Muslims were reluctant to (stu istian-
Muslim Relations. He moved further by explaining that, it was tha uslim is
studying Christianity and vice versa, and the importa W, 1ly minimised.

Christians and Muslims studying this course were logked upon aspfiot true believers and

infidels. This stereotype way of thinking affecteddthe fgaining and posed a problem to the

growth of PROCMURA in Cameroon ( , 2014). The fifth theme which

arose from the respondents is particul and\deCentralisation of the office of the Area

Adviser.

\

4.4.5 Particularism/Degéntralisatian

CM8 argued strongly§ghat/some of the Christian leaders decided to be passive in the
affairs P\because they realised that, the whole programme seemed to be
concentraté@ in the northern region were they have the majority of Muslims. Those
ders fgom the south felt they were not concerned; so they were observing how those
ho’were concerned were going about their activities (July 22nd, 2014). CM9 supported
this argument as he intimated that, the Area Adviser lived in the northern region and

concentrated more in the north. The other regions of the country did not feel the impact

of the Area Adviser since his activities were decentralised. It was like IAP was owned by
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a particular denomination which then confined and monopolised the Area Adviser
(August 5th, 2014). This argument is also found in archival Material; they give credence
to this view in a letter from IAP in Cameroon to the IAP central office. This letter
communicates that a particular denomination (anonymous) was willing to supportthe

whole IAP budget in case the Area Adviser will be dismissed from FCEMC (Juf§, 22nd,

1979). A poor Intra-faith relation is the sixth point that was raised and d %{ e
respondents.
4.4.6 Poor Intra-faith Relations @t

CM10 intimated that the different denominations disagr n their approach to Islam

and relationship with Muslims. Some of the_denomjnatiens were not convinced on the

importance of relating with Muslims. tions also had differences based on
their doctrines, which seriously affected t ationship even at the level of leadership.
This according to the respN S %@ factor behind the suspense of PROCMURA
(November 20th, 2014): 1 onyher part talked about the conflict and struggles which
existed at the lev the grasstoots based on differences in denominations and doctrines.
She elucidate religious leaders are responsible for this struggle because of the
teachi@ we to the Christians. Explaining her view further, she said each

ominatior wanted to prove that it was the best and not the other. In this situation she
sa hov: could the Christians come together and agree on how to relate with Muslim has

en a big challenge. Ecumenism as she described it has been so loose and PROCMURA

had to suffer the effects (May 20th, 2014). The absence of women in the PROCMURA
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Area Committee in Cameroon was considered a factor behind the suspense of

PROCMURA.

4.4.7 The Absence of women

CWI1 expressed his view with few words; “This is very serious, women are a s left
behind, look at the new Area Committee and tell me how many womem,arc%here, the
problem I see also is low representation of women in the Area Comunit ay 20th,
2014). CW2 explained further as she said that, women were S n the formal
management of PROCMURA in Cameroon. She elaboratéd, on the importance of women

as they constitute the majority of Muslims and ChadstianS™omen are affected most in

times of crisis as she observed. She moved further g that women have the ability

as mothers and wives to talk to their childre sbands about peace and peaceful co-
existence. Women have their issugs to di e as fellow women in Christian-Muslim

Relations in which a man WiNl eded. Women have been absent she noted. She

underscored the unutilisedyadministrative potential of women as a contributing factor to

the suspense of: OCMURA in Cameroon (May 20th, 2014). The impact of

PROCMURA’ on the grassroots was argued as a possible theme.

4.4.8 Impact on the grassroots

11 s@ggested that; “The masses, the population was left out. It was an issue of
ligious leaders. I was not a leader by 1970 but I was in the church, and I cannot
remember a workshop or a teaching organised by my denomination on issues about
PROCMURA”. He continued by saying that, the name IAP or PROCMURA was not

known to him and suggested that the same situation applied to members of other
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denominations. He is convinced that the IAP had little impact on the grassroots, and this
is one of the reasons behind the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon (September 3rd,
2014). MW1 proceeded and said that, PROCMURA’s goal is to improve Christian-
Muslim Relations; this can be effective only when the masses are involved. She argued
that in situations of violence conflict, religious leaders claim that the re nship

amongst them is good yet their followers are found fighting. This shg eXplained s

because religious leaders failed to pass on their understanding 1an-Muslim
Relations to the grassroots (July 22nd, 2014). Christian Majérity is the next
theme which is argued for a reason behind the suspense of’ URA in Cameroon.

4.4.9 Christian “majority comfort”

CM12 argued that, Christians in the countiy wete, confident and comfortable because

they are of the majority in Cameroon. ity of the Christians saw Islam to be
insignificant and posed no thw istianity. Since Christians are the Majority they

felt comfortable and secute in their position. These feelings as he expounded further,

created reluctan n the\side of the Christians, as far as relating with Muslims was

concerned in and the presence of PROCMURA in particular (September 4rd,
2014).’%?n upports this view and he commented that, (personal communication,
vember 21st, 2014) when Ondo completed his five years term of service, no

®
ements was made by FCEMC to continue IAP work. It can be noted the concern

r Christian-Muslim Relations was not high on the list of priority of church leaders in
the predominantly Christian southern part of Cameroon. Mbillah moves on and talked

more on this point (personal communication, March 5th, 2015). He talked about the
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majority syndrome as a contributing factor to the suspense of PROCMURA in
Cameroon. Mbillah noted that most countries with Christian majority are likely to feel

reluctant on issues of Christian-Muslim Relation and this was the case of Cameroon.

Nine themes have been raised and properly defended by the respondents and ar:
materials. Lack of finances is the number one factor with a 100% representation§The
entire respondents identified this crisis; this makes it prominent and visibfe. The financial

he Adviser.

crisis started immediately when Cameroon took over administratiQ
The researcher suggests that, proper self-governance should b€ aceompanied by financial
sustainability and this was absent in the case of Camergon. the Committee failed to

sustain it finances; this financial crisis graduallygave, way to*the suspense of the entire

system. 24 persons formed the focus o /20 1identified ignorance as a

contributing factor. Christians and M ere ignorant about the importance of

peaceful co-existence. The the n ignorance has 83%; ignorance is a rooted factor
which contributed to the € eranc other factors raised by respondents. The passive
nature of FCEMC c t be, underestimated. The Area Committee operated as a unit

under FCEMC. It beygnd reasonable doubt that the passive nature of FCEMC
contributed, to pense of PROCMURA in Cameroon. The researcher still see
ignora@in out here, FCEMC showed little interest simply because they were

norant.about the importance of PROCMURA and by extension Christian-Muslim
Relafions. The theme on lack of trained personnel to move on with PROCMURA’s work
s very tangible. The researcher analyses the absence of someone to succeed Rev Ondo as

prove to the fact that, the working environment was not conducive for the Area Adviser.

Alfred Ondo would have remained in office in the absence of someone to take over from
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him, if the working conditions were favourable. In the researcher’s opinion, this situation
discouraged other people from training to occupy the office. Ignorance however also
played out in this situation; people were ignorant about the importance of such a vocation
and were not interested to go into it. The absence of trained personnel to pilot the

activities of IAP contributed greatly to the suspense of IAP in Cameroon.

The researcher interprets that there was a misunderstanding within th: E which

ed inations

gave rise to the point of particularism/decentralisation. While so
felt that they were neglected in issues of IAP, others felt thaf theyactivities of IAP were
intentionally kept away from them. The Area Adviser ol his had no funds for

travelling out of his station. These feelings crgaté@, a loose connection between the

churches at the expense of IAP. Churches 4 that saw the existential reality of

the presence of Muslims had to welc truggle to ensure its continuity. This
misunderstanding came as a re of ignorance. Muslims may be concentrated in the
northern region but Mu lin} ar sent in the entire country. Christian-Muslim
Relations therefore 1 vesithe gntire country. Particularism and decentralisation of the
office of the Area Adyiser gherefore had a negative effect on IAP (PROCMURA). Very
few peop a fon of the grassroots and the women. The researcher feels that it is
becau@u was on church leaders. However, the points raised are very important

d revegl that more attention was paid to the religious leaders who on the other side paid
littlepattention to the grassroots. This indicates that enough activities were not organised
or Christians and Muslims to come together and practically build relationships. It is but

obvious that IAP had to face crisis since the grassroots and the women were not seriously

engaged. Looking through the various themes arising from the argument advanced by the
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respondents and archival materials, the researcher presents the nine above factors as
responsible for the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon, with emphasis on financial

sustainability and ignorance.

4.5 Initiatives Taken To Revive PROCMURA in Cameroon

Respondents came up with answers to address the question on initiative ta@e
PROCMURA in Cameroon. Thematic issues arising from the data h%@l wing
presentation, analysis and interpretation. %

4.5.1 Preliminary initiatives @

Mbillah (personal communication, March S5th,

5) lained the earliest initiatives
made to revive PROCMURA in Camero Iluded to the fact that, after Haafkens

finished his term as General Adviser o OCMURA; he was assigned to teach Islam

and Christian-Muslim Relati‘ aculty of theology in Yaounde-Cameroon. This
initiative according to illah was to create more awareness and provoke interest on
issues of ChristiaskMus ations in Cameroon. Another initiative made was the
appointment o Re al Coordinator for Francophone West Africa region Paul Sai,

) ‘Q e agtivities of Francophone West Africa which includes Cameroon. The

rggional Coopdinator for Francophone West Africa visited Cameroon several times with
t obje&ive of reviving PROCMURA in Cameroon. The third preliminary initiative as

plained by Mbillah (personal communication, March 5th, 2015) was partnering with
Church related organisations outside Cameroon which have links with Cameroon in order
to assist PROCMURA in Cameroon. PROCMURA central office therefore worked in

close collaboration CEVAA and Kerk InActie in Cameroon and Mission 21. They
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organised seminars amongst others to create awareness on Christian-Muslim Relations
and encouraged the Christian churches in Cameroon to accept this great mission. There
were other initiatives that were made by Cameroonians to revive PROCMURA in

Cameroon.

4.5.2 Cameroon initiative X&
CM1 appreciated the efforts made by The Rev. Robert Goyek %t of the
Council of Protestant churches of Cameroon and Sheikh Hamadoeu ou El Hadji
Banoufe from the Muslim community. These lead réques the revival of

PROCMURA in Cameroon, during the Addis§ Ab onference organised by

PROCMURA central office in 2012. This appeal as\he ‘@sgued was the beginning of the

revival of PROCMURA in Camero st, 2014). There were also some
conferences organised in Camero@n by t CMURA central office which initiated

the revival of PROCMURA i 0

4.5.3 The Maroua Con nc

CM12 talked he Maroua conference to be the conference which stimulated the
reviva ROGMURA in Cameroon. According to him, this conference created
reness amongst religious leaders on the importance of PROCMURA in Africa and

C roo.n in particular. Participants felt the importance of Christian-Muslim Relations
d pledged their support to PROCMURA’s work (September 4th, 2014). More on the

Maroua Conference, CW1 on her part explained the importance of the conference as she

talked about the participation of women. The women came from different African
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countries and they identified their role and importance in Christian-Muslim Relations.
This conference rekindled the spirit of love and peace amongst religious leaders (May
20th, 2014). CW2 explained that the conference was organised by PROCMURA in
partnership with Mission Afrika, in Maroua-Cameroon on the 6™ -10" of January 204 3;

captioned “Francophone West and Central Africa Regional Conference for Chrigfaan and

Muslim Religious leaders on peace and development”. The conference w %d
the government and the president of the republic of Cameroon; his c%resident
Paul Biya. The President was represented by the Governor of Region; His

Excellency, Augustine Awa Fonka (May 20th, 2014). Q

4.5.4 The Kribi Conference

CM3 appreciated the initiative made by PRQCMURA central office in organising the
Kribi conference. The conferenge brou gether Christian religious leaders and

reminded them on their respo&i faithful witness to the gospel and engaging with

their Muslim neighbo , 2014). CM4 on his part observed that the conference

did not only brin rotestant church leaders but also Pentecostal church leaders
were invited. ing further, he made mention of the fact that women and youth

leader varieus denominations were equally present. According to his observation,

was a good beginning for PROCMURA in Cameroon once more (July 8th, 2014).

®
view finds support in the Kribi Report (2003). This document reports that, a
nference was organised in kribi- Cameroon from the 13™ to the 17™ of May 2013. The
principal objective of the conference was to reinitiate PROCMURA’s work in Cameroon

and get a strong Area Committee formed to steer up the affairs of PROCMURA. 43
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church leaders from different denominations attended and a 7 member Area Committee
was created including two women who were nominated in absentia. The Rev. Robert
Goyerk was nominated the chairperson. See more on the Conference in pictures in

appendix IX.

4.5.5 The Douala Conference

MMS5 observed the Douala conference as an initiative made to revi RA in
Cameroon. Expanding his view further, he talked of the impac at conference.
0 another on the

Christian and Muslim religious leaders were able to*eng
importance of peace and their role as agents of peace st 29th, 2014). CMI1 also
thag, t onference created a positive

A¥rea Committee in kribi, the Committee

appreciated the Douala Conference and argued
impact. He observed that after creating a n
was exposed to the realities of meeting heir Muslim neighbours in Douala and
talked about common issues. % conference according to him was the beginning
of work for the newly créated Area Committee (April 21st, 2014). The Douala report
(2013), undersco he imiportance of the Douala conference. The conference was held

from the 13" t 6" August 2013 under the theme “Conflict Prevention and peace for

0 leaders from the Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Muslim

munities’took part. The leaders highlighted challenges to constructive engagement

fo ligz)us leaders and also possible opportunities to explore. For detail, see appendix
. PROCMURA central office in partnership with CPCC has done a formidable job in
reviving PROCMURA in Cameroon. The fact that Cameroon was able to express its

eagerness to this revival, acted also as a propelling force to the revival process. This also
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indicates the willingness of church leaders to support the work of PROCMURA this time
around. The researcher interprets that, the problem of women representation has not been
properly handled in the revival agenda as far as the Area Committee is concerned. The
issue of masculinity is still playing out strongly. A Committee of seven was created; 5
present men were nominated and two women in absentia. On this count, the cher
interprets a poor representation of women. According to Mbillah the Gengral ‘Adviser)6f
PROCMURA (Mbillah, personal communication, March 5th, URA
central office is determined to see that this new born y URA Area
Committee in Cameroon) is nurtured to grow and does\not*@ater/into oblivion as it
happened in the past. Steps that need to be taken togachi is vision are the subject of

the next section.

4.6 Steps towards the Sustainabil fP MURA in Cameroon

Data collected from respond&t s towards the sustainability of PROCMURA in

Cameroon gave rise to th€following thematic issues.

4.6.1 Financial sustataabili

MM6 s@ggested ;;t the Area Committee requires the capability of raising funds in order
ve o

ta. mo with  PROCMURA’s activities. He proceeded by saying that, the
CMURA central office cannot provide at all times for the Area Committee; so the
ommittee cannot rely only on support from the central office. On this count, the ability
to raise funds for its activities will perfectly contribute to the sustainability of

PROCMURA in Cameroon (August 19th, 2014). CM2 on his part talked about financial

accountability; funds raised and donated to the work of PROCMURA should be properly

59



handled and not to be mismanaged. Poor financial management as he noted, will affect
financial sustainability. Financial accountability he stressed; will lead to financial
sustainability and PROCMURA will be sustained in Cameroon (April 28th, 2014). The
absence of the Area adviser in the newly created Committee was seen as a problem ghat

should be addressed.

4.6.2 The Office of the Area Adviser ‘ X
CM5 made mention of the office of the Area Adviser %d that, the
1 rta

PROCMURA Area Committee has been created; the n step is putting in

place the Area Adviser to coordinate the activities @f the ittee. The absence of the

(13

Area Adviser makes the Area Committee to_be li p without a shepherd”. The

active presence of the Area Adviser will contsibute to sustain PROCMURA in Cameroon
(July O9th, 2014). Mbillah (persgnal co cation, March 5th, 2015) on his part
reiterated the importance of t\ viser in PROCMURA'’s work. He intimated that
because of the importancéyand the urgency, the PROCMURA central office is already

training someone-a§the Axea ’Adviser for Cameroon, whom after completion, will pilot

the affairs of t ommittee in collaboration with members of the Area Committee.

ce ofrhuman resource in PROMURA’s was emphasised as a step towards it

uman Resource Development

CM7 observed that, many more pastors need to be trained in the field of Islam and

Christian-Muslim Relations in order to secure and sustain PROCMURA in Cameroon.
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This will help to avoid the previous situation in which, there was no one to take over
from Alfred Ondo (May 20th, 2014). CW2 on her part suggested that each denomination
should have someone trained in the field of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations. This
as she elaborated, will give more support to the Area Committee and assist the varipus
denominations in their engagements with their Muslim neighbours (May 20th{{§2014).

More on the sustainability of PROCMURA, respondents saw the neeg: th e

involvement of CPCC in PROCMURA’s work.

4.6.4 Active involvement of CPCC @t

CM6 strongly suggested a great part to be played by C in the sustainability of

PROCMURA in Cameroon. CPCC needs to_take rvities of the Area Committee

very important. In order for the Committee t ion properly, CPCC should accept the

Area Committee as a unit under CPCC. O nity should be given to the Committee to

report its activities yearly, S(wl be evaluated and supported to move forward
(July 9th, 2014). Mbil rsonal communication, March 5th, 2015) stressed on the fact
that Christian-MuSlim Relations is complicated and remains an issue until when God

thinks otherwi etter still until Jesus returns. The churches must accept the reality

pstian-Muslim Relations as part and parcel of the churches ministry.

CC therefore has to take this seriously for the growth of the Area Committee,

o
PRQCMURA in Cameroon and Christian-Muslim Relations in Cameroon. The absence
the women in the Area Committee was also considered a problem to PROCMURA’s

sustainability.
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4.6.5 Women presence in the Area Committee

CWI1 spelled it out clearly that the sustainability of PROCMURA requires the active

participation of women at the grassroots as well as the administration levels. A goo
representation of the women in the PROCMURA Area Committee in Cameroopais
prime importance to the growth of PROCMURA in Cameroon (May 20th, 20, 4&

4.6.6 The grassroots %

MW!1 she on her part suggested activities that will bring Che uslims together

at grassroots level. She observed that, when more atténtion\is paid to the grassroots, it

will create a huge impact which will improve sA¢latt@uship amongst adherents of both

religions, and PROCMURA will continue 22nd, 2014).

4.6.7 The need for more Conferenges

MM?7 suggested the need for more erences like the Maroua and Douala conferences.
This according to him Will o create more awareness and give the opportunity for
religious leaders to 1fteragt. These conferences will educate many more leaders about
PROC%Q%MK (July 22nd, 2014). CM9 argued for more conferences as he
defended hi§,view; “we need more conferences like the ones we had before, to prepare us
operlygfor the task of Christian-Muslim Relations”. He moved further by saying that,
ince the religious leaders are not permanent; there is the need for constant conferences to
inform the new leaders on PROCMURA'’s developments (August 5th, 2014). The

responses to this research question suggest a 100% need for financial sustainability. The

responses made also portray the relevance of Human resource development. Many more
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people trained in Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations will bridge the gap by creating
awareness. This as the researcher explains, will bring solution to the problem of
ignorance, misconception, fear, spirit of particularism, lack of interest and the issue of

Majority Comfort identified as challenges.

presence therefore should not be underestimated. It is also

for more conferences by religious leaders on one hand,and the n or more attention to

the grassroots on the other hand. The themes th ariseni*to address the problem of

PROCMURA’s sustainability have been a ded by respondents and are all

valid. The researcher however under ncfal sustainability and human resource

development as paramount to th tainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon.

\

4.7 Conclusion

Chapter four has preyided the description of the raw material, analysed and interpreted

the data. Inforrh erived from the data has been presented in themes following the

research stion§. The history of PROCMURA in Cameroon has been discussed, the

easons behind its suspense, initiatives made to revive PROCMURA and steps towards
®

sustagnability. The researcher now moves on to make some recommendations, test the

pothesis and draw a final conclusion.
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CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Introduction

Chapter five is the concluding chapter of the dissertation. This chapter giyes ‘@ysumm
of the research findings based on the research questions and objectives. r also

provides a conclusion and tests the correctness of the hypot pter moves

further by making some recommendations and sugge areas for further

research.

5.2 Summary of the Research Findin

5.2.1The History of PROCMURA in Camgroon

Secondary sources have poi&d to the fact that Cameroon was one of the pioneer

countries in which I (PROCMURA) was first established in the 1960s. They also

attest that PROC A 11) Cameroon suffered inactiveness and was revived in 2013.

The research clearly reveal not just the inactiveness but the suspense of

PROC%%n ameroon. Research findings reveal that, the Paris Mission through the

ev. Pierre Benignus introduced IAP in Cameroon. The findings also attest that the Rev.
®

Claug-Molla under the Paris mission was the first Area Adviser in Cameroon. The Paris
ission and the Netherland Reformed Church assisted FCEMC in paying the salaries of
the Area Advisers and funding IAP programmes. IAP started experiencing problems

when the first Cameroonian, Alfred Ondo occupied the office of the Area Adviser. The
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activities of PROCMURA were suspended for 33 years; from 1980 to 2013. The Rev.
Claud Molla, Rev. Hans Haafkeens and Rev. Alfred Ondo served as Area Advisers. The
Rev. E Mallo, Rev. Emmanuel Mbenda and presently the Rev. Robert Goyerk served as

chairpersons of the Area Committee.

5.2.2Reasons behind the Suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon

Going through the literature review the reasons behind the suspense r%ured out
but the findings were able to highlight nine factors which the ar Sidered valid
and justifiable. The themes include: Lack of finance, %the problem with
o~
t

FCEMC, lack of trained personnel, particulari lisation, poor intra-faith

relations, absence of women, impact on the S what the research termed the

‘majority comfort”. The findings revealed e Cameroon Area Committee lacked

finances to carry on with the work of PR RA in Cameroon. It is also evident that
ignorance has played a pronke in the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon.
The Religious leader e igporant about the importance of PROCMURA and
Christian-Musli lations. FCEMC showed little interest in the activities of the Area
Committee, t ected the Committee, hence the suspense of PROCMURA in
Came e apsence of trained personnel to move on with PROCMURA'’s activities
contributed to the suspense. Poor intra-faith relations amongst the Christian family,

th bser?ce of women in the management of the Area Committee, decentralisation of the
fice of the Area Adviser and the fact that the activities of the Area Committee had little

impact on the grassroots culminated to the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon. There

were however some initiative taken to revive PROCMURA in Cameroon.

65



5.2.3 Initiatives Made to Revive PROCMURA in Cameroon

Respondents and archival materials pointed to a number of initiative made to revive
PROCMURA in Cameroon. The PROCMURA central office has been working i
collaboration with Mission organisations such as CEVAA and Kerk InActie and Massi
Africa to revive PROCMURA. Many programmes and conferences JOtatly
organised to create awareness on the importance of Christian-Muslim qu ati&ii. ings
also reveal that Cameroon Christian and Muslim leaders together, heir munities
expressed their wish to have PROCMURA revived in Cam@oo ofiferences like the

Maroua, Kribi and Douala were organised and brough@s leaders together and also

highlighted the importance of PROCMURA. T i Conference saw the creation of

the new Area Committee with 5 men and who were nominated in absentia.

There are also a few suggestions e for\ the sustainability of PROCMURA in

Cameroon.

\

5.2.4 Steps towards Sugtamability\of PROCMURA in Cameroon.

The general view of thgrespondents to this question highly points to the issue of financial

sustainab#ity. A\VI00% of the respondents see financial sustainability as a step towards

sustaining RROCMURA in Cameroon. It is also revealed that the Area Committee will
finangjal sustained if it can raise funds, seek for funds, proper management of funds
nd dccountability of funds entrusted to them. The office of the Area Adviser is noticed
to be very important to the success of the Area Committee and PROCMURA in

Cameroon. The Area Committee therefore should be provided with an Area Adviser to

direct its affairs. The research findings revealed that CPCC needs to take the activities of
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the Area Committee seriously and give the necessary support in order to sustain
PROCMURA in Cameroon. It is obligatory for the CPCC and the PROCMURA Area
Committee to take the issue of human resource development very seriously and
encourage the training of many more people in the field of Christian-Muslim Relatigns.
Findings also revealed that, more women should be included in the Area Commifiee and
the administration of PROCMURA in Cameroon. For PROCMURA to be sti§tainedjin
Cameroon, the Area Committee should carry out activities which will.ha pdct on the

grassroots.

5.3 Conclusion Q

To conclude, the researcher will start by mentioni

th&ystatement of the problem which
stated that the sustainability of PROC in Cameroon is not guaranteed and
PROCMURA might go on suspense he research findings have shown this
statement to be true. It was tl( rect for the researcher to be despondent and feel
that PROCMURA mig on syuspense again in Cameroon if the concerns as raised by
the various respondents are nofffaken seriously. The nine themes raised as reasons for the
suspense of M are still visible in the present structure of PROCMURA in
Camer; he Eiice of the Area Adviser is still vacant; implying weakness in human
rgsource development and by extension the need for more awareness.

®
TheWypotheses of this study are considered valid. Hypothesis one stated that the inactive

ture of religious leaders precipitated the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon.
Hypothesis two stated that the need for the improvement on Christian-Muslim Relations

in Cameroon necessitated the revival of PROCMURA in Cameroon and hypothesis three
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stated that the sustainability of PROCMURA in Cameroon depends largely on the active
participation of religious leaders. The research findings have proven the hypotheses to be
correct. To explain this further, the factors behind the suspense of PROCMURA in
Cameroon and suggested steps towards the sustainability points at the religious leaders.
The religious leaders were involved in the administration of the IAP’s activitié§at the
level of FCEMC. The religious leaders were involved in the adminjgtra IAPs
activities at the level of the Area Committee. The religious leaders were™also thoSe who

have been neglecting the grassroots. Religious leaders have be reluctant to

study the importance of Christian-Muslim Relations. On“thi nt,sthe inactiveness of

the religious leaders contributed to the rise of otheggdacto ntioned as reasons behind

the suspense. On the other hand, when religious ledders ‘@ecided to be active and support

PROCMURA’s work, PROCMURA will b ined in Cameroon. Research findings
proved that Cameroonians are willing to s PROCMURA’s activities and sorted for
the revival of PROCMURAQ on. This proves the second hypothesis to be

correct.

The conceptual and theorefical framework gives a proper description of the study. The
independeat va id not interact positively with the depended variable. The external
stimulus not provide enough energy to the institutions. The institutions on their part
id not .take the activities of PROCMURA seriously; thus they failed to pass on
infopmation to the operational level. The operational level also faced some difficulties;
ey were not able to adequately reach out to the grassroots. The different levels

disconnected in many instances and had to affect PROCMURA negatively. Carols
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weiss’s theory of change has helped this research to emphasise on what needs to be done

for PROCMURA to be sustained.

The study used the historical research design with interviews and archival materials as

main instruments. The non-probability sampling technique was used and 24 p

formed the focused; with 16 Christians and 8 Muslims. This sampling technj ed

the researcher to get just the data that was needed from the right persong” Lookifg at the
history of PROCMURA in Cameroon, the researcher concludes the ice of the
Area Adviser was handed to Cameroon when the religioug{leaders e not prepared

financially and psychologically to carry on with the VQR URA in Cameroon.
This explains the reason why FCEMC was unable tOyaise funds for the travel expenses

etherland Reformed Church in

of the Area Adviser even though being asst
paying the salary. The problem of fin ility and ignorance are prominent; as
they greatly contributed to thg”stspense PROCMURA in Cameroon. The Kribi
Conference was the hig p(h‘t of _theé revival process with the newly created Area
Committee. The re ces8 however carried along patriarchal tendencies and
injustice to the women, because women were poorly represented in the newly created
Area Co it%MURA therefore will be sustained in Cameroon if the CPCC and
the Area“€ommittee take seriously the issue of financial sustainability and human
source .development.

3 Recommendations

Following the field findings and analysis, it is important that some recommendations are

proposed as a way forward in order to sustain PROCMURA in Cameroon. This will
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assist

PROCMURA not to go back to the formal state of suspense but sustained to

improve Christian-Muslim Relations.

1)

2)

3)

Financial sustainability should be ensured. To ensure financial sustainability,

yearly budget should be drawn by the Area Committee and present to CP
approval. Locally, a day should be set aside yearly by each denominatidn imgtheir

various congregations to raise funds for interfaith relations beyprecise
Christian-Muslim Relations. Based on PROCMURA’s phi y not talk
of self-reliance in the sense of financial independencg. The A ommittee can

however work towards sustainability even ag to Solicityfinds to support the

programme. Based on this, denominati ould seek assistance from their

activities of the Area Co tee seriously and provide space for the Committee to
operate. The Are C(}mit e should be given the opportunity to report their
activities year Cduring the CPCC annual meetings.
The office off¢he Area Adviser should be centralised for easy movement to the
ot r%' the country. Therefore Ngoundere is not a good location for the

Qf he Area Adviser. The appropriate place will be Yaounde where the
cgntral office of CPCC is located. This will keep the Area Adviser in close
collaboration with CPCC and will ease communication with the different

denominations. The office of the Area Adviser will be centralised if placed in

Yaounde.
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4) More pastors should be trained in Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations in order
to ensure human resource development. Each denomination should train at least
one person. Another means of ensuring human resource development is the

implementation of the studies of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations ingall

theological collages in Cameroon. This will equip students in the t
collages with knowledge about Christian-Muslim Relations which i

will meet in the field and handle properly.

Human resource development is very important to PRQC S it says:

“it is essential as it is mandatory to have all fi orkers who we refer to as Area

Advisers, trained in Islam and Christian-Muslta Relations so as to avoid pitfalls

that go with the vocation” (PRO 5). In the Area Committee level,
the researcher suggests that, ‘thig also yshould be taken seriously to avoid the
pitfalls.

\

5) More programmas,_ th 1ll have an impact on the grassroots should be carried
out. The rese recommends programmes to teach about income generating

i &vially for women. Programmes on carrier building and the

ce of peace, should be organised for the youth. Teachings about love for

the neighbour will be good for the kids. Programmes on peace and protection of
the family are recommended for the men. The role of teachers as agents for
nurturing the seed of Christian-Muslim Relations is recommended for teachers.

Other programmes could be organised for religious and traditional leaders. These

programmes will speak to the existential reality and lived experiences of
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6)

7

Christians and Muslims. The programmes will go a long way to foster Christian-

Muslim Relations hence, success on PROCMURA.

CPCC should make a balance in intra and inter-faith Relations. The diffegent
Christian denomination need to carry out intra-faith activities in order£Q,better
their relationships. A good intra-faith Relation is a strong force in archi¥ing intgf-
faith Relations. The Christian denominations should engag tfa-faith

programmes; talking about the oneness of believe Jesus. Also

teachings on obeying the love commandment and thg re ility of believers to

share the love of Christ with everyone. Th€ em es which indicates loving

even your enemy will be a good starti to rove intra-faith Relations.

The number of women shoul incréaséd in the Area Committee. One more
woman should be added{ to the two existing women, to make three women and
five men. The PROCMUR ntral office holds the women in high esteem as

much as the actiyiti PROCMURA are concern. This is expressed in its

constitytion a egic plan as stated below.

MURA'’s constitution; article7 section 5 point 1, highlights the duty of the
Women and Education Programme Coordinator and shows the importance of
o
women. “Organise and ensure the participation of women in PROCMURA’s

programmes at Area Committee, Regional and Continental levels”

(PROCMURA, 2003: 10).

PROCMURA has often argued that in Christian-Muslim Relations, it is
difficult from the contextual framework of many countries, for a man to enter
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a woman’s world. Christian women are better disposed to enter the Muslim
woman’s world and vice versa. To this end programmes will be evolved to
empower women in their quest for self- assertion towards constructive
relations with Muslims (PROCMURA, 2014:9).

5.4 Areas for Further Research

The present research is a contribution to the reasons behind the suspense of
in Cameroon and possible steps towards its sustainability. Going thro reégcarch

there are other salient points which the researcher will recommen her'¥esearch.

1) Analysing the effectiveness of the Cameroon Area Confiitté&in ipaproving Christian-

Muslim relations in Cameroon.

¥
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APPENDICES

Appendix I: Interview for Christian Church leaders

PROCMURA/PRICA formally known as Islam in Africa Project (IAP) came t
Cameroon around 1967 under the auspices of Rev. Claude Molla. Rev Alfred Ondo

name “Approche de I’islam”. The Rev. E Mallo served as president o

Committee and as General Secretary of FCEMC now CPCC. The nuel

activities have been revived in Cameroon. Series of se
church leaders and a new Area Committee has been d Wi e Rev. Robert Goyek

as president.

1) Do you think PROCMURA importance to the churches and their
constructive engagement with

history of PROCMURA

\

2) What in your opigion might Bave caused the suspense of IAP now PROCMURA

in Cameroon?

3) What out as been done to revive PROCMURA in Cameroon?
4) are\some of the activities carried out by your denomination to encourage
Chrigtian-Muslim Relations and what is the response from the grass root.

5) What in your opinion can be done to sustain PROCMURA in Cameroon
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Appendix II: Interview for the General Adviser of PROCMURA

1) As the previous/present General Adviser of PROCMURA, what do you think
might have caused the suspense of PROCMURA in Cameroon?

2) As an expert in the field of Christian-Muslim Relations what has been e

revive PROCMURA in Cameroon during your time?
3) What in your opinion could be done to keep PROCMURA sustai%\

4) What other comments or suggestions do you gvish, to t forward on

PROCMURA in Cameroon?

¥
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Appendix III: Interview for Muslim religious leaders

PROCMURA/PRICA formally known as Islam in Africa Project (IAP) came to
Cameroon around 1967 under the auspices of Rev. Claude Molla. Rev Alfred Ondo of
the EPC is reported to have served in 1975 as Area Adviser of the then IAP under the
name “Approche de I’islam”. The Rev. E Mallo served as president of thgmAre
Committee and as General Secretary of FCEMC now CPCC. The Rev. uel
Mbenda of UEBC also served as a chairman of the IAP Committee. By the 1970s,
the activities of the IAP now PROCMURA died down in Camero ntly, its
activities have been revived in Cameroon. Series of seminars een atiended by

church leaders and a new Area Committee has been created @ith the Robert Goyek

as president. Q

1) Do you think PROCMURA is of imporfanc Christian-Muslim Relations in
istory of PROCMURA?

Cameroon and what comments do h

2) What in your opinion t hav
Cameroon? \

used the Suspense of PROCMURA in

3) What do yoy think h n done to revive PROCMURA in Cameroon?

4) What e of the activities you carry out as a leader to encourage Christian-

lations and what are the reactions of the Faithfull’s?

5) What in your opinion can be done to sustain PROCMURA in Cameroon?
®
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Appendix IV: The Administrative Structure of PROCMURA

Churches

Area Committee

General Council

Executive Committee

— Trustees

General Adviser

@

Y

Security and Maintenance

Adopted from; Strategic plan 2014-2018 and modified by the researcher

87

Programme Team Leader Finance & | Regional
Officer Administration Coordinators
Programme Area
Assistant Advisers
Bilingual Assistant Administrative Accountant Secretary Library &
Assistant Archives




Appendix V: The Maroua Communiqué

We, Christian and Muslim religious leaders from twelve (12) Francophone West and
Central African Countries of Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Guinea, Mali, Niger, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Senegal, Chad and Tog
at the invitation of the Programme for Christian-Muslim Relations in Africa
(PROCMURA) in collaboration with the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of Capferoon
(EFLO);

Having deliberated on the theme: Francophone West and Central ica WRegional
Initiative for Christians and Muslim religious Leaders on Peace and nt at
Hotel le Sahel in Maroua, Cameroon from 6 to 10 January 2013;

Having critically examined and discussed major papers pres two sub-themes
nd Opportunities
igion in Peace and

AWARE that religion and religious differences have o been negatively exploited for
political, economic, social, and personal y causing conflicts that result in

VERY CONCERNED about the rise of
gathered;

t Conflicts in some of the countries here

ENCOURAGED that there are ¢ rted efforts being made towards collaboration
between Christians a slims, for justice, peace and development in the countries
represented at the conferdgce some other countries around Africa;

UNDERSTA tha eligious leaders, we must at all times be agents of justice,
peace and rec ion for development and thereby serve as examples for others to
emulat

CONSCI that Christianity and Islam of which we are religious leaders are the two

ajor religions in West and Central African countries;
o

Do%hereby resolve:

e To lead our respective communities by example and take the responsibility of
promoting peace and development in our respective regions;

e To conduct outreach and awareness campaigns within our religious communities
and help promote religious tolerance, positive peace and peaceful coexistence;
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e To put in place national structures for Muslim-Christian relations in our
respective countries based on the principles of PROCMURA;

e To respect and appreciate religious values, beliefs and practice of each other;

e To collectively, engage national government, the Economic Community of West
Africa States (ECOWAS), the Economic Community of Central Africa state
(ECCAS) and the African Union (AU), to promote accountable and democratic
governance and consciously search for peaceful solutions to crises that undgrmin
some of our States;

In order to achieve these, we accordingly:

e (all on religious leaders to exercise political neutrality and “avoid§negative
tendencies that have the potential of causing conflict;
e (all on governments and political leaders to practice g nance and ensure

peaceful transitions from one government to anot

e Appeal to governments and armed groups in nogthern§Mlali, Central Africa
Republic, Democratic Republic of Congagto ire and seek dialogue to
resolve their disputes so as to put an end 4 th&suffering of their people;

e Appeal to Christian and Muslim religi
in their quest for interreligious pe

eaders)6t Nigeria to tirelessly continue
in their communities;

Finally we would want to:

Reaffirm our Commitment and @etermination to be in solidarity with each other so as to
maintain peace and work tow&s sustathable development in Africa in general and West
and Central Africa in papticular.

Express our gratitude to the of State and Government of Cameroon for allowing us
to enter, stay and enSare oust well-being during the entire meeting.

Commit oursel g
which hé eace, at the core of their teachings.

ensure that actions are guided by the tenets of our two religions

Recognise the
ourney of peace in the region.
®

importance of our partners from Denmark who have accompanied us I this

Doneyin Maroua January 10, 2013
articipants:

Burkina Faso, Togo, Benin, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Guinea, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Central Africa Republic, Chad, Cameroon, Rwanda.

Adopted from, the Maroua report
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Appendix VI: Cameroon Map

Adopted from, www.nationonline.org/oneworld/population-by-country.htm.
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Appendix VII: A letter of consent to the head of Churches

Tres Révérends Chefs d’Eglises et chers responsables,

Je viens aupres de vous pour solliciter votre contribution pour le travail de recherche de
notre sceur et collegue Pasteure de la PCC et actuellement étudiante au Kenya, vous
trouverez ci-joint le questionnaire et vous prie de bien vouloir remplir et lui renvo

pour pouvoir passer aupres de chacun de vous, elle sollicite votre contributi
prie d'accepter ses fraternelles solutions et ses remerciements anticipés p ot
contribution a ses recherches.

Rév. Jean Ngabana* Journaliste*Secrétaire Exécutif , Départem

Communication,du Témoignage Chrétien et de la Jeunesse. C .

BP 1405 YAOUNDE / CAMEROUN. Rue CEPER - Elig Ess ndé
(Ra

Phone (+237) 22 238 119 (Office), Phone (+237) 22 644 92 VR FM 105.1)

AN APEAL TO THE HEAD OF CHURC C ROON

e PCC is a student at ST Paul’s
University Limuru-Kenya carryifig out search on PROCMURA’s activities in

Cameroon. She is paying a@ the sustainability of PROCMURA/PRICA in

Rev. MARGARATE SALLI EFFU

Cameroon. This researcll is under the supervision of the Rev. Dr Johnson Mbillah,
General Adviser of C RICA. She intends to sample the opinion of church
leaders on the sustaigability of PROCMURA/PRICA in Cameroon. The research is for
the award of ter’s degree in Islam and Christian-Muslim relations. I crave the
indulg of the head of churches to assist us get the information needed for this
research. will call to make appointment with the various head of churches and for

ose she will not be able to meet in person because of time and distance, will be
in mec: The interview of those she can’t meet in person will be done through phone or

mails. Thank you very much for your cooperation; yours in the Lords vineyard,

Rev. MARGARATE SALLI EFFUNGANI
Presbyterian Church in Cameroon (PCC)

Phone number 75010422
Email :
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Appendix VIII: Recommendation Letter

78 10N

ST. PAUL'S UNIVERSITY

Tel Office: +254(0) 20-2020505/10

Private Bag 00217 LIMURU, KENYA
Mobile: +254(0) 728- 669000

Email: bps@spu.ac.ke

Website: www.spu.ac ke (0).728- 062420
(0) 736- 424440
BOARD OF POSTGRADUATE STUDIES
9™ April 2014 -
To whom it may concermn
Dear Sir/Madam,
2 N ANI L1

This letter confirms the above named person is a Second (final) year Student doing a Master of
Arts Degree in Islam Christian-Muslim Relations (ICMR) at St. Paul’s University.

ihe hinal year consists ol @ major researh vock 1mading 10 a dissertation comprising 20,000
words of a Masters degree. Currently, Margarate is writing her dissertation.

Any asgistance granted to her is highly appreciated.

Yours Faithfully, P i
a7 o T“k )

Dr. D. C Chernorion (‘( “S A‘T‘.. \ //

Director, Postgraduste Studies N2 3 1 .'m e
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Appendix IX: Kribi conference in Pictures

Some members of the newly created Area committe

Adopted from, Kribi Report 2013
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Appendix X: Deliberations of the Douala Conference

Here are some ideas or barriers to constructive engagement for religious leaders in

Cameroon for peace and development:

Threats

External:

= media actions that convey
negative ideas;

= globalization with the porosity
of national borders and the
free movement of goods and

people; —

= the migratory flow of people

o

¥
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[N SV

AN

Threats

Internal:

fundamentalism in different communities;

fear of the other;

ignorance / Ignorance of religion and that of the other;
the absence of meetings for Muslims in Cameroon;

instrumentalization of true / recovery policy actions of
believers;

political ambitions, economic interests with the
transposition of the social problems in religious terms;
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Resolutions

e Meetings for religious leaders, women and youth in the areas of Cameroon within
3 years with the support of PROCMURA.

e Permanent and rotating meetings at the local level for religious leaders in th
same city.

e Annual National Meetings.

e Establishment of a national authority for monitoring conference resoluti

e Establishment of a temporary office for organisational activities.

Conclusion

This conference was very useful in several respects to parti %e it was the
place to meet with each other, to exchange points of view, ctto the objectives
of PROCMURA and attitudes to adopt as part of the valuat Christian-Muslim
relations in Cameroon.

t the celebration of the Feast of
ics’which saw their absence at the

However, the date chosen for this meeting did no
the Assumption, which is very significant
national meeting.

The problem of ignorance or lack of kn of one’s own religion as well as that of
the other could be absorbed tirough the multiplication of such meetings under the
direction of God. \

Different monotheistic Cameroon are invited to meet regularly at the level of
cities, counties, regions national level while retaining their dogmas and beliefs.
The differences i y’God who calls us to live peacefully with our neighbours

and to maintaig,a pea elationship for sustainable development.

Final unique
nvinced that faith communities should contribute to the promotion of peace and
velopment,
hefeas peace is a key factor for the development of peoples, nations and the world;

ince every religion and every culture convey values and specific traits and develop in
different contexts,

Aware of peaceful coexistence between Catholics, Muslims and Protestants in Cameroon
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Recognizing that religions are of vital importance in promoting messages of compassion
and solidarity among communities, nations and states,

Bearing in mind the need for interreligious dialogue and strengthening of peace, stability
and prosperity and promote peaceful and constructive cooperation between religious
communities,

Welcome the accompaniment of PROCMURA by encouraging the promotion uc
Initiatives,

We, the participants at the National Conference for Christian and Mush ders /of
Cameroon on Peace and Development Conference held in Douala on 14" .
2013.

gust

ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS:

We take note of the resolutions of the conference from 6™, 10" an ry 2013 in Maroua
and we appropriate it to;

e affirm our concern about the internal an
to constructive engagement of religiomsp

threats, challenges and barriers
n for peace and development;

ive communities by promoting mutual
s through religious education of our

respect between individuals a
faithful and believers;

e Confirm our commitnfent® to actively participate in peace-building and
development through N ialogue and mutual exchange frank, sincere and
genuine on local, national, régiénal and international level;

e Encourage thego ogress in interfaith activities and events in order to
promote toleran eaceful coexistence against prejudice, intolerance and
exclusion;

e Expre ong
toleranc

need to find and implement mechanisms to promote religious

THER ;

e We ufge the government, faith communities to become involved in strengthening
mutual understanding between religions in overcoming stereotypes, intolerance,
prejudices and illusions through the prevention and peaceful resolution of
conflicts and the implementation process of building peace;

e We will increase our efforts in outreach, promoting the implementation of the
provisions of this Communique to the local, national, regional and global levels;

e We encourage PROCMURA to continue to support us in our initiatives for
dialogue between Christians and Muslims in Cameroon.
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Done in Douala, August 15, 2013

The
Douala conference in Picture

RETIENS ET
OPPEME!

=7
s RELIGIEUX CH

ATIONALE DES
OUN POU

ER
NFERENCE N LEAD
:Ssuu«ms DU CAMER! R LA PAIX ET LE DEVEL
DOUALA, !:\HKROUN 13- 16 AC T 2013

Adopted from, DoualdRepotg, 20
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Appendix X1: List of Interviewees

1) CMI1: Christian Man 1, April 21st 2014, Douala.

2) CM2: Christian Man 2, April 28th, 2014, Douala

3) CM3: Christian Man 3, May 13th 2014, Douala.

4) CM4: Christian Man 4, July 8th 2014, Yaounde.

5) CMS: Christian Man 5, July 9th 2014, (remote) Maroua.

6) CM6: Christian Man 6, July 9th 2014, (remote) Garoua. X
7) CMT7: Christian Man 7, May 20th 2014, Buea. %
8) CMBS: Christian Man 8, July 22nd 2014, Douala. %

9) CMO: Christian Man 9, August 5th 2014, (remote) Kri#i.
10) CM10: Christian Man 10, November 20th 2014, Yaoun
11) CM11: Christian Man 11, September 3rd 20 ) Bamenda.

12) CM12: Christian Man 12, September 4rd emote) Bamenda.

14) CW2: Christian Woman 2, May 2oth
15) MM1: Muslim Man 1, July 22nd
16) MM2: Muslim Man 2, November 2oth 2014, (remote) Ngoundere.
17) MM3: Muslim Man 3mly nd’2014, Douala.

18) MM4: MuslimMamgé, Noyjember 2oth 2014, (remote) Maroua.
19) MMS5: Musdim Mdn 5, Kugust 29th 2014, Buea.

20) MM6: Musli 6, August 19" 2014, Yaounde.

21) MM7: an 7, July 22nd 2014, Douala.

: Muslim womanl, July 22nd 2014, Douala.

23)Haa ns, November 21st, 2014, (remote) Netherlands.

24) Mbillah, March 5th, 2015, Nairobi.
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