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Abstract 

This thesis presents a study which has investigated the theology of hip-hop music, its 

influence and contribution to the holistic salvation of the Christian youth. As a Dialogue 

between Hip-hop Theology and Soteriology, the study attempted to analyze theological 

contents of Gospel hip-hop used by Anglican youth in Westland’s Archdeaconry in 

Nairobi. It also predicted the future of this music in the Anglican church of Kenya 

(ACK) compared since has already elicited conflicts among the elders and the youth on 

theological contents of this music used in the youth Ministry. This state of affairs 

prompted the study documented herein. The study focused on youth aged 13- 25 years 

in primary, secondary and tertiary schools. Questionnaires, interviews, focused group 

discussions ,observations, participation in youth ministry programs like ‘keshas’, 

‘bashes’, ‘concerts’, ‘rallies’ and Sunday  services informed the study.  Some of the 

challenges encountered were uncooperative respondents, communication barrier and 

poor road network, insufficient funds. The study has shown that Hip-hop music has 

both negatives and positives effects and its influence is either disastrous or beneficial. 

Youth who come to churches where there is gospel hip-hop get ministered. They learn 

godly lifestyles, gain skills to cope with life challenges and experiences holistic 

salvation. The song does not only minister to the spiritual being but also the physical 

person providing a platform for self rediscovery and freedom from earthly realities that 

are youth enslaving such as  poverty and vices like drug and substance abuse, sexual 

immorality and lack of purpose and meaning in life.  

 

This study tested such hypothetical statements like, majority of the youth in ACK, 

Westland’s Archdeaconry in the Diocese of Nairobi use hip-hop music for worship and 

entertainment without minding its Theology. The study attempted to have a healthy 

dialogue between hip-hop music and Soteriology and found that youth are denied 

gospel hip-hop in church, get lost in to the world of ‘rave’ and ‘gigs’ where they get the 

secular hip-hop. For this reason the proposed a careful integration of gospel hip-hop for 

evangelizing and keeping youth in church. The study also recommends proper guidance 

and mentorship programs in church that reached out to the youth with love.   

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


St
. P

au
ls 

U
niv

esi
ty

vii 
 

Acknowledgment  

I wish to thank God most sincerely for giving me a chance to realize my dream and 

blessing me with good health, sane mind and finances. My special appreciation to youth 

of ACK Diocese of Nairobi, Westland’s Archdeaconry and the entire NDYM for 

sparking interest to do this study. Special thanks to the Bishop of Nairobi Diocese, the 

Rt. Rev. J. Waweru for allowing me to serve in his diocese, the Rev. Gilbert Odhiambo, 

the Ven. Canon E. Githinji, the Ven. F. Kibaki and the Rev. J. Gatuma for mentorship 

giving me a chance to serve in the youth and teens ministry in their parishes. 

 

Warm and heartfelt appreciation goes to my supervisor and mentor the Rev. Dr. 

Dickson Nkonge for his articulate guidance and assistance accorded this far without 

which this document would not have been birthed. I also wish to recognize the efforts of 

lectures at St Paul’s University from whom I have gained valuable skills. Thanks to the 

Rev. Canon Prof. J. Galgalo, for guiding me in my academic journey not only as a great 

teacher but also as a mentor. I appreciate postgraduate lecturers particularly the post 

graduate director the Rev. Dr. D C. Chosefu and the Dean of Theology, Rev. Dr. 

Sammy Githuku. I owe much to the Rev. Dr. Kabiro Wa Gatumu, the Rev, Dr. Z, 

Bundi, the Rev. Dr. E. Onyango, the Rev. Kiboi and the Rev. Cathrine Njagi. I am also 

indebted to the Rev. Dr .Z. Muga for his insights on theological analysis of music. 

 

Heartfelt appreciation goes to my dear parents, siblings and friends for their moral 

support. May God bless you so much for being there when I needed you most. 

 

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


St
. P

au
ls 

U
niv

esi
ty

viii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Title Page           

Declaration          ii 

Dedication          iii 

Abstract          iv 

Acknowledgment          v 

Table of contents         vi 

List of abbreviations         xii 

List of  Tables          xiii 

List of Figures          xiv 

            

1.0 CHAPTER ONE:  INTRODUCTION                1 

1.1 Introduction……………………………………………………………………    1 

1.2 Background Information……………………..………………………………….  1 

1.3 Statement of the Problem ……………………………………………………….  4 

1.4 Aims and Objectives ………………………………………………… ………   5 

1.5 Research Questions  ……………………………………………..……………… 5 

1.6 Research Hypothesis ………………………………………………….………… 5 

1.7 Justification of the Study ……………………………………………….………. 5 

1.8 Are and Scope of Study…………………………………………………………  6 

1.9 Chapter Order………………………………………………….…………………6 

1.11 Definition of Terms ………………………………………………………….…7 

1.12 Conclusion ………………………………………………………………. 9 

 

 

2.0 CHAPTER TWO:  LITERATURE REVIEW              10 

2. 1 Introduction. …………………………………………………………………...  10 

2.2 Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation…………………………………………  10 

2.3 Salvation in the Old Testament (OT)…………………………………………..   11 

2.4 Salvation in the New Testament (NT)…………………………………………    12 

2.5 Salvation in History of the Church …………………………………………………..     14 

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


St
. P

au
ls 

U
niv

esi
ty

ix 
 

2.6 Salvation in African Christian Theology……………………………………………...       15 

2.7 Hip-hop Culture, Gospel Hip-hop, Origin and Development……………….....      16 

2.8 Hip-hop Theology and Soteriology………………..…………………………...      19 

2.8.1 Salvation and The Role Of Hip-hop Music In Evangelizing The Youth …….     19 

2.8.2 Inadequacy of the Theology of ‘Gospel’ Hip-hop Music for Salvation of Youth 23 

2.8.3 Gospel Hip-hop And Holistic Salvation Of The Youth………………………     28 

2.9. Theoretical Framework ……………….………………………………………...   35 

2.9 Conclusion ………………………………………………………………………   36 

 

3.0 CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY       37 

3.1 Introduction ……………………………………………………………………… 37 

3.2 Study Design ……………………………………………………………………..  37 

3.3 Sample Size Determination  ………………………………………………...  37 

3.4 Sample Method  ………………………………………..……………………….   . 38 

3.5 Variables ………………………………………………………………………….. 38 

3.6 Data Collection …………………………………………………………………… 38 

3.7 Ethical Considerations ……………………………………………………………  41 

3.8 Time of Study ………………………………………………………………...…..  41 

3.9 Data Analysis …………..…………………………………………………………  41 

3.10 Conclusion……………………………………………………………………….  42 

 

4.0 CHAPTER FOUR: DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS         43 

4.1 Introduction …………………………………………………………..……   43 

4.2 Population Studied and The Nature Of The Respondent………………………..    43 

4.3 Presentation and Discussion Of Findings………………………………… ….....  45 

4.3.1Influenc of Gospel of Hip-hop ……………………………………………….....  45 

4.3.2 Effects of Hip-hop Music On The Youth ……………………………………….48 

4.3.3 Analysis of Samples of Popular Gospel Hip-hop Among The youth ………….. 51 

4.3.4 The Future of Hip-hop Among in the Church …………………………………   60 

4.3.5 Alternative Activities That Would Attract The Youth In Church ……………… 61 

4.4 Conclusion ………………………………………………………………………..  63 

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


St
. P

au
ls 

U
niv

esi
ty

x 
 

 

5.0 CHAPTER FIVE:  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS             65 

5.1 Introduction …………………………………………………………………….     65 

5.2 Conclusions drawn from Data Presentation and Analysis………………………    65 

5.3 Limitations ………………………………………………………………………   67 

5.4 Conclusion ………………………………………………………………………   68 

5.5 Recommendations ………………………………………………………………   69 

 

6.0 BIBLIOGRAPHY      71 

 

7.0 APPENDIXES             82

                

7.1 Appendix 1  Research Budget           82 

7.2  Appendix 2  Work Plan            83 

7.3 Appendix 2  Places Visited for Data Collection         84 

7.4  Appendix 3     Questionnaires             85 

7.5 Appendix 4 Geographical Map of Westland’s Archdeaconry         88 

7.6 Appendix 5 Administration Structure Of Anglican Church Of Kenya        89

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


St
. P

au
ls 

U
niv

esi
ty

xi 
 

List of Tables 

Table 3.1 Sample Size Determination      38 

 Table 4.1 The Nature and Population of the Respondents     43 

Table 4.2 Focused Group Discussions and the Interviews     44 

Table 4.3 Preference of Gospel Hip-Hop and other Genres of Music by Genders 48 

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


St
. P

au
ls 

U
niv

esi
ty

xii 
 

List of Figures   

Figure 4.1 The Population Studied And The Nature Of Respondents   44 

Figure 4.2 Preference of Gospel Hip-Hop and others Genres of Music by Genders48 

Figure 4.3 Effects of Hip-Hop Music on the Youth     52 

Figure 4.4 The Outcomes when Youth were barred from using Hip-Hop in Church 61 

Figure 4.5 What Draws Youth to Church and has Potential to Maintain them Active 63 

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


St
. P

au
ls 

U
niv

esi
ty

xiii 
 

List of Abbreviation 

ACK -  Anglican Church Of Kenya 

NDYM - Nairobi Diocese Youth Ministry 

USIU  -   United States International University 

DJ -   Djying 

TSO -             Totally Sold Out  

MC -              Master Of Ceremony 
 

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/

