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Abstract

This thesis presents a study which has investigated the theology of hip-hop music, its
influence and contribution to the holistic salvation of the Christian youth. As a Dialogue
between Hip-hop Theology and Soteriology, the study attempted to analyze theological
contents of Gospel hip-hop used by Anglican youth in Westland’s Archdeaconry in
Nairobi. It also predicted the future of this music in the Anglican church of Kenya
(ACK) compared since has already elicited conflicts among the elders and the youth on
theological contents of this music used in the youth Ministry. This state of affairs
prompted the study documented herein. The study focused on youth aged 13- 25 years
in primary, secondary and tertiary schools. Questionnaires, .interviews, focused group
discussions ,observations, participation in youth ministry programs like ‘keshas’,
‘bashes’, “‘concerts’, ‘rallies’ and Sunday services informed the study. Some of the
challenges encountered were uncooperative respondents, communication barrier and
poor road network, insufficient funds. The study has shown that Hip-hop music has
both negatives and positives effects and its influence is either disastrous or beneficial.
Youth who come to churches where there is gospel hip-hop get ministered. They learn
godly lifestyles, gain skills to cope with life challenges and experiences holistic
salvation. The song does not only minister to the spiritual being but also the physical
person providing a platform for self rediscovery and freedom from earthly realities that
are youth enslaving such as poverty and vices like drug and substance abuse, sexual

immorality and lack of purpose and meaning in life.

This study.tested such hypothetical statements like, majority of the youth in ACK,
Westland’s Archdeaconry in the Diocese of Nairobi use hip-hop music for worship and
entertainment without minding its Theology. The study attempted to have a healthy
dialogue between hip-hop music and Soteriology and found that youth are denied
gospel hip-hop in church, get lost in to the world of ‘rave’ and ‘gigs’ where they get the
secular hip-hop. For this reason the proposed a careful integration of gospel hip-hop for
evangelizing and keeping youth in church. The study also recommends proper guidance
and mentorship programs in church that reached out to the youth with love.
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