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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the role of women in the body of Christ, which is the church. Paul
says that all the members belong both to the church and to one another because of a built-
in interdependence. In brief God has arranged the human frame so that there might be no
division in the body but that the members should have the same care for one another
(1Corinthians 12: 25). Women seem to be the majority in the church as comparedto men.
In relation to their position in the church, this study has investigated the role of women in
the church as compared to that of their men counterparts. It has also looked at whether
there are obstacles that hinder women’s full participation in the church. This study
therefore has proposed some measures that will enable women.in Kirinyaga to fully
participate in the body of Christ which is the church. This study has been done in ACK
Kirinyaga Diocese and has concentrated mainly in Kirinyaga District, Kabare where the
gospel came in 1910. It is a descriptive and a qualitative study which has portrayed
characteristics of events, situations, and a group of people, community or a population.
There are three methods that are being used in this study. The first method is interview
method. This is a face to face interaction between the researcher and the interviewers.
The second one is group discussion method, where a group of selected individuals have
been used to collect data and the third one-has been indirect method which involves
collecting data from written documents and books. The researcher has analyzed data and
found that women fail to participate fully in the church due to low self esteem and social
construction which is contributed by . illiteracy, self-hate and male dominance. The
collected materials scrutinize how women’s participation can be felt in the body of
Christ. This study-has adopted a theoretical framework informed by liberation theology.
In this case; women need to be liberated through education and empowering them to
know their rights.

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)



http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
My sincere gratitude goes to the following people who have contributed enormously to
the completion of this dissertation.

Firstly, | extend my thanks to my supervisor Rev. Dr Lydia Mwaniki for her scholarly
advice and dedication to see that this work becomes the best academic study ever:

Secondly, | feel indebted to all my respondents i.e. the women in_Kirinyaga “and
especially those who serve as clergy and church workers. The former Archhishop of
A.C.K the most Rev Dr David M. Gitari and the Archdeacon of Kabare archdeaconry,
Venerable Alexander Muchiri Cendi for the extensive face —to-face interview that was
conducted by the researcher. I can not forget the mothers® union.committees and the
diocesan mother’s union coordinator (Mrs Liza Gota) who gave me a lot of information.
Another person that really helped me was Francis Walya Zulu who did the drawing of the
Kirinyaga social map.

Thirdly, 1 extend my sincere thanks to my husband Robinson Kariuki, our children
Franklin Mwangi, Gertrude Wanjeri and Grace Victoria Angela for their support. Their
patience in my absence can not be ignored. They have been a source of encouragement

since | undertook this task, which has been a challenge but a noble one.

Finally, my heart-felt- gratitude goes to Mrs. Dorothy Wachira of St Andrew’s
Theological College who/has typed all my work with a lot of dedication. St .Andrew’s
library staff, Esther Igati and Mr Symon Mbogo really assisted me with the reading
materials. Similarly, the St. Paul’s University library staff who assisted in getting me the
necessary materials. 1 wish to extend my sincere thanks to Jane Catherine Wanjiku
Kariuki from Kabare girls’ high school who dedicated her time in editing this work

tirelessly.

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)



http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/

TABLE OF CONTENTS

(D IETo] Eo T -1 (o] 4 T i
A DS TG . .. o i

ACKNOWIBAGEMENL . ... e e

TablE Of CONEENES. ..o e i

ADDBreviations and ACTONYM.........oiiiiiiiirieee et se e e esee e sdBe s i

DT NI ONS . . . et e ii

Chapter One: Background Information..............cooiiiiii i b

I 11 0T [0 (o ] o TR SRR S

1.2. Statement of the ProbIEM.........ooeiii i b e

1.3. PUIPOSE OF SEUAY ..ot e e e e e e e e e S e et e e e e

1.4. ReSearch ODJECHIVES. .. ....uie et e et e e e e e e e e e eaeas
1.4.1SPECITIC ODJECLIVES. .. ..ttt e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e

1.5, SPECIFIC QUESTIONS. ...ttt et e e e e et b e e e et e

1.6, HYPOTNESIS. .. ettt e e i e e e e e e e e e

1.7. Justification of the problem............. i

1.8, DliMIAtIONS. ..ttt e e e e e e e e
1.9. OUtline OF Chapters. .. ... . et e e e e e e e e e e

Chapter two: Literature REVIEW . .. iu . e ide e e e

P2 R 11 (0 o [ Tox £ o] 1 T

2.2 The ministry of women inthe church...............coo e,

2.3 CONCIUSION. .. e e e

Chapter three: Methodology ... ... ..o e,

G0 R 111 (0 1o [0 (o] A

3.2 Sampling frame: snowball sampling..........cooooii i
KT £ 11T 1128
3.3 ELNICAI ISSUES.......eeeeieeee ettt et sttt s se et e s e

Chapter four: Data Presentation, Analysis, and Interpretation

A I OUUCT ON . .. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s

4.2 An overview of where ACK Kirinyaga is situated.............ooooviiiiiiiiiiiineneennn,

4.3 Women’s role iNthe ChUICN. .. ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e o,

Vi

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)



http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/

4.4 Ministry of ordained WOMEBN.......u ittt e et e e e e e e

4.5 Challenges of ordained WOMEN .........oiiii ittt e e e e

4.6 Administration of Holy Communion. ... e,

4.7 DiSCIPHNAIY IMBASUIES. .. ... ettt et et e et et e e e e e e e et e e e n e e

4.8 Challenges of women in ACK Kirinyaga DIOCESE.........ccuiriiriieiieneie e aencides

4.9 Gender DASEd VIOIBNCE. .. ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

4,00 CONCIUSION. ...

Chapter five: Theological Reflections and Conclusion.................cooo i il

B I OAUCTION. .ttt ee e e e eeeeeesesnnneennneeneeeeeeabheeen s s DREETa e en

5.2 Theological QPPrOACHES. .......ccuiiiiiie et R e et

5.3 Theology of inClusion and eXCIUSION.........couiiiiiiiiiie et saee e i e eae e eneeen
5.4 Limitations 0f the StUAY.........cccoiiiiiiiie i e e

R N 0001 ¢ (117 (0] o T T

5.0 RECOMIMENUALIONS. ...ttt eeeeeeeeeee e e e e e s m b s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eennne e

LR CET EL =] 0T TP S

N ] 0 1=] T o

Vil

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)



http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYM

ACK - Anglican Church of Kenya
ASWOM - Association of women in the ministry.
CMS- Church Missionary Society
KAMA- Kenya Anglican Men Association.
M.U- Mothers” Union
REV- Reverend
TEE Theological Education by Extension
VEN- Venerable
WATCH- Women and the church
Rt. Rev- Right Reverend
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DEFINITIONS

Archdeaconry An area that is governed by an archdeacon.

Archdeacon A person appointed by the bishop to overseer the
Archdeaconry

Bishop The overseer of the whole diocese

Curate A deacon or a priest who serves under_the vicar in charge of a
parish

Deanery An area that covers several parishes.in Anglican Church

Diocese It is an area that is overseen by the bishop

Lay reader A licensed person who serves in the church voluntarily without pay

Parish It is an area that comprises of different congregations and the priest
is in-charge

Synod The governing body of the Diocese. It meets once after 2 years
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